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THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



CHAPTER I. 



GRANT TO CONGRESS, OF EXCLUSIVE LEGISLATION, OYER THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The Congress shall have power — 

16. To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such 
District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular 
states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of government 
of the United States. Constitution of the United States ; Art, 1, 
Sect. 8. 



CHAPTER n. 

EXTENSION OF THE LAWS OF MARYLAND OYER THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA. 

The operation of the laws of Maryland, within the District of Colum- 
bia, shall not be affected by the acceptance by the United States of the 
said District, for the permanent seat of government of the United States, 
imtil the time fixed for the removal of the seat of government to the said 
District, and until Congress shall, otherwise, by law, provide. Laws of 
the United States, 1790, Jult/ 16 ; Sect. 1. 

The jurisdiction of the laws of this State, over the persons and pro- 
perty of individuals residing within the limits of the cession aforesaid 
(the County of Washington, in the District of Columbia), shall not cease 
or determine, until Congress shall, by law, provide for the government 
thereof tmder their jurisdiction, in manner provided by the eighth section 
of the first article of the Constitution of the Government of the United 
States. Laws of Maryland, 1791, Dec. 19; Sect. 2. 

The laws of the State of Maryland, as they now exist, shall be and 
continue in force, in that part of the said Dintrict (of Columbia), which 
was c^ed by that State to tbe Uflited State*, and dy them accepted, for 
the permanent seat of uove ii U B fl Bi ' ^'^^Um, Latm cf A$ 

United States, 180l, Fd>. 27 ; /fa 
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CHAPTER m. 

ENTICING, TRANSPORTING, OR SECRETLY CARRYING OR SENDING 

AWAY SLAVES HOW PUNISHED. 

Whatsoever persons shaU, from henceforth, entice, transport, or se- 
cretly cany or send away out of this province, any servants or slaves 
belonging to any inhabitant in this province, they shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit and pay to the employer or owner of such servant or slave, 
treble damages and costs, to be adjudged by the justices of each respect- 
ive County Court, or the justices of the Provincial Court, for the time of 
such servants or slaves unlawfully being transported or carried away as 
aforesaid. Laws of Maryland, 1715; Ch, 19, Sect 6. 



CHAPTER IV. 

REWARD FOR TAKING UP RUNAWAYS. 

Every person, seiang or taking up runaways, shall have and receive 
two hundred pounds of tobacco, to be paid by the owner of such runaway 
semint, negro or slave, so apprehended and taken up. Laws of Mary- 
land, 1715 ; Ch, 44, Sect 7. 

For all runaway servants or slaves, that shall be apprehended in the 
ProWnce of Pennsylvania or Colony of Virginia, and from thence brought 
into this Province and delivered to a magistrate of the county into which 
they shall be brought, the person, so doing, shall have paid and allowed 
him, by the master or owner of every such runaway, four hundred pounds 
of tobacco and cask, or forty shillings in money, upon his producing a 
certificate from the justice or sheriff of the delivery of such runaway. 
Laws of Maryland, 1715 ; Ch, 44, Sect, 20. 



CHAPTER V. 

DEALING WITH SLAVES WITHOUT LICENSE FROM THEIR MASTERS 

PROHIBITED. 

No person shall trade, barter, commerce, or any way deal with any 
servant or slave belonging to any inhabitant of tMs province, without 
leave or license first had from such servant or slave master, mistress, 
dame or overseer for his or her so doing, under the penalty of two thou- 
sand pounds of tobacco, the one-half to the support of government, and 
the other half to the master, mistress or true owners of such goods so 
purloined, bartered or conveyed away, when proved by sufi&cient witness 
or confession of the party, to be recovered in any Court of Record of this 
province by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein no essoin. 



OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 9 

protection or wager of law shall be allowed : and, if the goods so traded 
or bartered shall exceed the sum of one thousand pounds of tobacco, then 
the party, whose goods shall be embezzled or bartered away, shall have 
his action at law for the damage sustained against the person so offend- 
ing, dealing or bartering for the same, and in case such offenders shall 
not be able to satisfy the same, then they shall be bound over by 
some one justice of the peace and put in security to appear at the 
next Provincial County Court, where, upon conviction by confession or 
sufficient witness, the offender shall be pimished by whipping on the bare 
back with thirty stripes. Laws of Maryland, 1715 ; CA. 44, SecU 11, 
12, 13. 



CHAPTER VI. 

MASTERS PROHIBITED FROM MALTREATING THEIR SERVANTS, AND 
HOW SERVANTS MAY BE CORRECTED BY THE PUBLIC MAGISTRATE. 

If any master or mistress of any servants whatsoever, or overseer, by 
order or consent of any such master or mistress, shall deny and not pro- 
vide sufficient meat, drink, lodging and clothing, or shall unreasonably 
burthen them beyond their strength with labor, or debar them of their 
necessary rest and sleep, or excessively beat and abuse them, or shall give 
them above ten lashes for any one offence, the same being sufficiently 
proved before the justices of the County Courts, the said justices have 
hereby full power, for the first and second offence, to levy such fine upon 
such offender as to them shall seem meet, not exceeding one thousand 
pounds of tobacco, for the support of government, and for the third 
offence, to set such servant so wronged at hberty and free from servitude ; 
but in case the master or owner of any such servant shall think, that such 
servant deserves greater correction, then the said master or owner of such 
servant shall or may carry them before any justice of the peace, who, 
hearing the complaint, shall order such correction as he shall think fit, not 
exceeding thirty-nine lashes for any one offence, Law9 of Maryland, 
1715; Ch.U, Sect 21. 



CHAPTER VII. 

WHO SHALL BE SLAVES. 



All negroes and other slaves, already imported or hereafter to be im- 
ported into this province, and all children now bom or hereafter to be 
bom of such negroes and slaves, shall be slaves during their natural 
lives. Laws of Maaryland^ 1715 ; Ck, 44» SecU 22. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BAPTISM NO TITLE TO FREEDOM. 

No negro, \>j receiviiig the sacrament of baptism, is thereby manu- 
mitted or set free, nor hath any right or title to freedom or manumission 
more than he or she had before. Laws of Mari/landy 1715;- Ck. 44, 
JSect 23. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MARRYING SLAVES WITH WHITE PERSONS HOW PUNISHED. 

No minister, pastor, magistrate or other person, who, according to the 
iaws of this province, usually joins people in marriage, shall upon any 
pretence join in marriage any negro whatsoever or mulatto slave with any 
white person, in the penalty of five thousand pounds of tobacco, the one 
half for the use of free schools, the other half to the informer or him who 
shaU sue for the same, to be recovered in any court of record in this 
province by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein no essoin, 
protection or wager of law shaH be allowed. Laws of Maryland, 1715 ; 
CL 44, Sect 24. 



CHAPTER X. 

PENALTY AGAINST ILLICIT INTERCOURSE BETWEEN COLORED AND 

WHITE PERSONS. 

Any white woman, that shall suffer herself t© be got with child by a 
negro or other slave or free negro shall become a servant for the term of 
seven years, and if such begetter of such child be a free negro, he shall 
become a servant for the term of seven years, to be adjudged by the 
justices of the County Court where such fact is committed ; and any 
white man that shall beget any negro woman with child whether free 
woman or servant, shall undergo the same penalties as white women ; and 
the times of servitude, as imposed upon the said offenders, shall be dis- 
posed of or employed as the justices of such county shall think fit, the 
produce whereof shall be appropriated towards defraying the county 
charge. Laws of Maryland, 1715 ; Ch. 44, Sect. 25, 26, 27. 

Free mulatto women having bastard children by negroes and other 
slaves, either within or after their time of service, and free negro women 
having bastard children by white men, shall be subject to the same 
penalties that white women are, for having mulatto bastards or bastards 
by negro men. Laws of Maryland, 1728 ; C%. 4, Sect 2, 3. 



- * 
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CHAPTER XL 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR CARRYING WEAPONS 

No negro or other slave within this province shall be permitted to carry- 
any gun or any other offensive weapon from off their master's land, with- 
out hcense from their said master, and if any negro or other slave shall 
presume to do so. he shall be liable to be carried before a Justice of the 
Peace and be whipped, and his gun or other offensive weapon shall be 
forfeited to him that shall seize the same and carry such negro so offending 
before a Justice of the Peace. Law9 of Maryland , 1715 ; Ch. 44, Sect, 
32. 



CHAPTER XII. 

WHEN THE EVIDENCE OF COLORED PERSONS MAY BE ADMITTED AND 

WHEN NOT. 

No negro or mulatto slave, free negro or mulatto, bom of a white 
woman, during his time of servitude, by law in this province, shall be ad- 
mitted and received as good and valid evidence in law, in any matter or 
thing whatsoever depending before any court of record or before any 
magistrate within this province, wherein any Christian white person is 
concerned; but where other sufficient evidence is wanting against any 
negro or mulatto slaves, free negro or mulatto bom of a white woman, 
during their sei*vitude by law, in such case, the testimony of any negro or 
mulatto slave, free negro or mulatto bom of a white woman, may be heard 
and received as evidence, according to the discretion of the several Courts 
of Record or magistrate before whom such a matter or thing shall depend, 
provided, such evidence do not extend to the depriving any of them of 
life or member. Laws of Marylanid, 171Y ; Ch. 13, Sect 2, 3. 

No slave manumitted agreeably to the laws of this state, shall be en- 
titled to give evidence against any white person, or shall be received as 
competent evidence to manumit any slave petitioning for his freedom. 
Laws of Maryland^ 1796; Ch. 67, Sect. 5. 



CHAPTER XIIL 



PENALTY AGAINST INTERMARRIAGES BETWEEN COLORED PERSONS 

AND WHITE PERSONS. 

If any free negro or mulatto intermarry with any white woman, or if 
any white matn shall intermarry with any negro or mulatto woman, such 
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negro or mulatto shall become a slave during life, excepting mulattoes 
bom of white women, who, for such intermarriage, shall only become 
servants for seven years, to be disposed of as the justices of the County 
Court where such marriage so happens, shall think fit, for the support of 
a pu^)hc school in said county ; and any white man or white woman, who 
shall intermarry with any negro or mulatto, shall become servants for the 
term of seven years, and shall be disposed of by the justices as aforesaid 
and be applied to the uses aforesaid. Laws of Maryland, 1717 ; Ch. 
13, Sect. 5. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

SLAVES GUILTY OF PILFERING AND STEALING HOW PUNISHED. 

Whenever any negro or mr.latto slave shall hereafter be charged with 
any pilfering or stealing, or any other crime or misdemeanor whereof the 
County Court might hnve cognizance, it shall be lawful for anyone of the 
justices of the Provincial or County Courts, upon complaint made before 
him, to cause sncli negro or runaway slave so offending, to be brought 
immediately before him or any other Justice of the Peace for the County 
where such oirence is committed, who, upon due proof made against such 
negro or mulatto slave of any of the crimes aforesaid, is hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to award and to cause to be inflicted, according to 
the nature of the crime, such punishment by whipping as he shall think 
fit, not exceeding forty lashes. Laws of Maryland, 171 7; Ch, 13, 
Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER XV. 

HOW APPREHENDED RUNAWAY SLAVES SHALL BE DISPOSED OF. 

Every sheriff, that shall have committed to his custody any mnawaj'' 
servants or slaves, after one month's notice given to the master or owner 
thereof of their being in his custody if living in this province, or two 
months* notice if Hving in any of the neighboring provinces, if such master 
or owner of such servants or slaves do not appear, within the time limited 
as aforesaid, and pay or secure to be paid all such imprisonment fees due 
to such sheriff from the time of the commitment of such servants or slaves, 
and also such other charges as have accrued or become due to any person 
for taking up such runaway, is hereby authorized and required, upon the 
expiration of such time aforesaid, immediately to give pubhc notice to all 
persons, by setting up notes at the Church and Court-house doors of the 
county where such servant or slave is in custody, of the time and place 
for sale of such servants or slaves, by him to be appointed, not less than 
ten days after the expiration of the time limited as aforeskid, and at such 
time and place so appointed by him tc proceed to sell and dispose of such 
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servant or slave to the highest bidder, and out of the money or tobacco 
which such servant or slave is sold for, to pay himself all such imprison- 
ment fees as are his just dues for the time he has kept such servant or 
slave in his custody, and also to pay such other charges, fees or reward 
as have become due to any person for taking up such runaway servant or 
slave, and after such payments made, if any residue shall remain of the 
money or tobacco such servant or slave was sold for, such sheriflf shall 
only be accountable to the master or owner of such servant or slave for 
such residue or remainder ; and, in case any sheriff or the buyer of such 
servant or slave, or others concerned in the execution of this act, shall be 
sued by any persons for any matter or thing done or to be done in pur- 
suance hereof, it shall be lawful for every such person so sued to plead 
the general issue and give this Act and the special matter in evidence, 
and in case of non-suit, discontinuance or verdict against the plaintiff, the 
court shall award double costs of suit Laws of Maryland, 1719 ; Ch, 
2, Sect. 2, 3. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

SLAVES CAUGHT AWAY FROM THEIR HOMES HOW PUNISHED. 

Every constable shall be obhged to repair once a month to all suspected 
places within his hundred, and if at any such place he shall find any 
negroes or other slaves, besides the negroes or other slaves belonging to 
the owner of such place, not having a Ucense under their owner or over- 
seer's hand, it shall be lawful for the constable and he is required 
to whip every such negro on the bare back, at his discretion, not exceed- 
ing thirty-nine lashes ; and all negroes and other slaves belonging to the 
owner of the place where such assembly shall be, if required, shall aid and 
assist the constable in putting this act in execution, on pain of being 
whipped, each of them, with thirty-nine lashes on the bare back : and the 
owner of any plantation, that shall at any time discover any strange negro 
or other slaves upon such plantation, unless they are sent by their owners 
on lawful occasions, shall warn such negroes or other slaves to be gone 
home to their masters or owners, and any negroes or other slaves refusing 
or delaying so to do, it shall be lawful for the owner of such plantation 
to correct by whipping not exceeding thirty-nine lashes ; and any person 
that shall wittingly encourage any negro or other slaves to meet in com- 
panies on his or her plantation, unless on lawful occasions, shall forfeit and 
pay, for every such offence, one thousand pounds of tobacco, one-half to 
the use of the county and half to the informer. Laws of Maryland, 
1723; Ch, 15, Sect. 2, 3, 5. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

PtTNlSHMENT OF SLAVES FOR STRIKING WHITE PERSONS. 

K any negro or other slave shall strike any white person, it shall be 
lawful upon proof being made thereof, either by the oath of the party so 
struck or otherwise, before any Justice of the Peace, for such justice to 
cause one of the negro or other slave's ears, so offending, to be cropt. 
Laws of Maryland, 1723 ; CA. 15, Sect 4. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

PENALTY AGAINST MASTERS* SUFFERING THEIR SLAVES TO KEEP 

HORSES, CATTLE OR HOGS. 

Any master or owner of any negro or other slaves, that shall suffer any 
such slaves to them belonging, to keep any horses or mares, or to raise 
any cattle or hogs, as the proper right of such slaves, shall forfeit and pay 
five hundred pounds of tobacco, one half to the use of the county and 
one half to the informer, and alsp all such horses, mares, cattle and hogs 
shall likewise be forfeited, to be applied in the same manner. Laws of 
Maryland, 1723 ; Ch. 16, Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

WHEN RUNAWAY SLAVES MAY BE LAWFULLY KILLED BY THEIR 

PURSUERS. 

If any negro or other slaves, absenting themselves from their master^s 
service, running out into the woods and there remaining, killing and de- 
stroying hogs and cattle belonging to the people of tins province, shall 
refuse to surrender themselves and make resistance against such persons 
as pursue to apprehend and take them up, being thereunto legally em- 
powered, it shall be lawful for such pursuers, when such resistance is 
made, to shoot, kill and destroy such negroes or other slaves. Laws of 
Maryland, 1723; Ch. 16, Sect. 1. 

If any slave shall happen to be slain, for refusing to surrender him or 
herself contrary to law, or in unlawful resisting any officer or other person 
who shall apprehend or endeavor to apprehend such slave, such officer or 
other person so killing such slave shall be indemnified from any prosecu- 
tion for such killing. Laws of Maryland, 1751 ; Ch. 14, Sect. 9. 

Nothing in the Act of 1751, ch. 14, contained, shall be construed to 
indemnify any officer or other person, killing any slave resisting or refus- 
ing to surrender, from undergoing a legal trial, but it shall be lawful for 
any such officer or person, upon his or her trial for killing any slave, to 
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give this and the above recited Act in evidence, upon not guilty bemg 
pleaded, and if it shall appear npon the evidence, that such killing was 
done in the lawful execution and in pursuance of the aforesaid act, then 
such person so killing as aforesaid shall be acquitted, and discharged 
thereof and from all penalties, and forfeitures and punishments for such 
killing ; and where any person shall be prosecuted for killing a slave re- 
sisting, the pubUc of th& province shall pay such person the costs and 
charges which he may be at because of such prosecution. Laws cf Ma- 
ryland, 1753 ; Ch, 26, Sect, 2. 3. 



CHAPTER XX. 

MASTERS PROHIBITED FROM ALLOWING THEIR SLAVES TO BREAK 

THE lord's day. 

No person having servants or slaves shall command, or wittingly or 
willingly suffer any of them to do any manner of work or labor on the 
Lord's Day (works of charity and necessity always excepted), or shall 
suffer or permit them to profane the Lord's Day, by gaming, fishing, 
fowling, hunting or unlawful pastimes or recreations ; and every person 
transgressing this Act, and being convict thereof, on the oath of one suf- 
ficient witness or confession before a single magistrate, shall forfeit two 
hundred pounds of tobacco, for the use of the county. Laws of Mary- 
land, 1723 ; Oh. 16, Sect. 10. 



CHAPTER XXL 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES CONVICTED OF PETIT TRBASON, MURDER, 

OR ARSON. 

When any negro or other slave shall be convict, by confession or 
verdict of a jury, of any petit treason or murder or wilfully burning of 
dwelling houses, it shall be lawful for the justices, before whom such 
conviction shall be, to give judgment against such negro or other slave, 
to have the right hand cut off, to be hanged in the usual manner, the head 
severed from the body, the body divided into four quarters, the head 
and quarters set up in the most public places of the county where such 
fact was committed. Laws of Maryland, '729 ; Ch. 4, Sect 2. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

SLAyE-ST£AUN6 HOW PUXISH£I>. 

Any person, who shall steal any negro or other slaye, or who shall 
counsel, hire, aid, ahet, or command any person to cconmit said offence, 
or who shall be accessary to said oSence, and shall be legally convicted 
thereof or ont-Iawed, or who shall obstinately or of malice stand mate or 
peremptorily challenge aboTe twenty, shall sofTer death as a felon without 
benefit of clergy. Laws of Marylami, 1737 ; Ch. 2, Stct, 4. 



CHAPTER XXffl. 

HOW MASTESS SHALL BE PAID FOR THEIE SLATES, WHEN TAKEN 

FKOM THEM BY LAW. 

As often as any slave shaQ be convict f<»r any of^ce contrary to the 
laws of this province, and shall be actually executed, or who shaU die 
after condenmation and nnder confinement in order for execution, the 
owner shall be paid the full value of such slave, such slave to be adjudged 
by the court before whom the fact shall be tried at the time of the con> 
demnation of such slave, and the treasurer of this province, on a certifi- 
cate from the sheriff of the execution or death of such slave, shall pay the 
owner thereof the said value of such slave out of the public stock, with- 
out fee or reward. Laws of Maryland , 1737 ; Ch. 2, Sect. 5, 6. 

When any slave shall be condemned to suffer death, such slave shall be 
valued by the justices of assize or either of them then present or 
County Court, according to the best of their knowledge, which said whole 
value shall be paid by the treasurer on the certificate c^ the sheriff out 
of the public stock, without fee or reward, to the master or owner of 
such slave, in case such slave be actually executed. Laws of Maryland, 
1751 ; Ck, 14, Sect 7. 

Whenever any slave shall be killed for unlawfully refusing to surrender 
himself or herself, or in unlawfully resisting any officer or other perscm 
who shall apprehend or endeavor to apprehend such slave, such slave 
shall be valued by two respectable persons, to be appointed by the then 
nearest magistrate and not being of kin to the master or owner of such 
slave, upon oath to be administered to them " well and truly to value 
what such slave was worth to the best of their knowledge, without favor 
or partiality," and the whole value of such slave shall be certified by the 
said valuers to such magistrate, and the same shall be paid to the owner 
of such slave or the owner's order, by the treasurer of this province, on 
the magistrate's certificate of the death and value of said slave, out of 
the public stock, without fee or reward. Laws of Maryland, 1751 ; Ch, 
14, Sect 9. 

Where any money shall be paid by virtue of law for any slave, who 
shall die in jail after sentence or shall be executed, such payment shall 
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be made for such slave, who was an actual mhabitant at the time such 
fact was committed, and not otherwise. Laws of Maryland, 1751 ; Ch, 
14, Sect 12. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

PENALTY AGAINST ENTERTAINING SERVANTS OR SLAVES, UNLAW- 
FULLY ABSENT. 

If any person shall wittingly or willingly entertain any servants or 
slaves unlawfully absenting themselves from their master, owner or 
overseer, or permit or suffer them to be about his or her houses or 
plantations during the space of one hoiu* or longer, such person shall 
forfeit and pay at the rate of one hundred pounds of tobacco for every 
hour such servants or slaves shall be by him or her so entertained 
or permitted or suffered to be about his or her houses or plantations, to 
be recovered in a summary way before a single magistrate with costs, if 
the penalty does not exceed six hundred pounds of tobacco, and if it does 
exceed that amount, then to be recovered by action of debt, bill of 
indictment, plaint or information, in the County Court where the offence 
shall be committed, wherein no essoin, protection, wager of law or above 
one imparlance shall be allowed, one half to the use of the public school 
of the county in which such forfeiture shall happen, and the other half 
to the party grieved, if said party shall prosecute for the same within 
three months next after the offence committed, otherwise to the informer 
or him or them who shall sue for the same, provided such suit be 
commenced within twelve months after such offence committed ; and if 
the offender is unable to pay or give good security for the penalty, it shall 
be lawful for the magistrate before whom any conviction for breach 
of this act shall be had, to pxmish such offender, by whipping on the bare 
back with such number of stripes, not exceeding thirty-nine, for any one 
offence, as to him shall seem meet, and to require security for such 
offender's good behavior for the next ensuing six months : and if any 
servant or slave shall wittingly or willingly harbor or entertain any other 
servants or slaves, unlawfully absent from their masters, owners, or 
overseers, for the space of one hour or longer, it shall be lawful for any 
magistrate and he is required, upon complaint to him made, immediately 
to issue his warrant against such servant or slave so harboring or 
entertaining, and upon satisfactory proof of such harboring or entertaining, 
to punish the offenders by whipping with such number of stripes on 
the bare back as to him shall seem proper, not exceeding thirty-nine 
for any one offence. Laws of Maryland, 1748 ; Ch, 19, Sect 2, 3, 4. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



SLAVES GUILTY OF CONSPIRING TO COMMIT CERTAIN CRIMES 

HOW PUNISHED. 

If any slave shall, at any time, consult, advise, conspire or attempt to 
raise any insurrection, within this province, or to murder or poison any 
person whatsoever, or to commit a rape upon any white woman, or to bum 
any house, and be thereof convict by confession or verdict, or shall of 
malice stand mute or peremptorily chilenge above the nimiber of twenty 
jurors, such slave shall suffer death as in cases of felony without benefit 
of clergy ; and any slave, who shall attempt to bum any dwelling-house 
or out-house contiguous to or used with any dwelling-house, or any other 
house wherein there shall be any person or any goods, merchandises, 
Indian com or other grain or fodder, and shall be thereof convict as 
aforesaid, shall suffer death as a felon without benefit of clergy ; and 
every slave, committing any of the felonies herein-before mentioned, or 
any other offence, which may, by law, subject such slaves to the pains of 
death, shall be committed to the sheriff of the county where the offence 
shall be committed, and the next assizes or County Court, which shall fii'st 
happen, shall, by virtue of this act, try every such .offender according to 
law, and, upon the conviction of such offender, upon his or her voluntary 
confession, or the verdict of a jury, upon the testimony of one legal or 
credible witness or more, or even the testimony of other slaves, corro- 
borated with such pregnant circiunstances as shall convince and satisfy 
the jury who shall try the fact of the guilt of such offender, shall give 
judgment according to the nature and quality of the offence. Laws of 
Maryland, 1761 ; Ch, 14, Sect, 2, 3, 4. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

SLAVES GUILTY OF RAMBLING, RUNNING AWAY, &C. HOW PUNISHED. 

Where any slave shall be guilty of rambling, riding or going abroad in 
the night, or riding horses in the day time without leave, or running 
away, it shall be lawful for the justices of the County Court and they 
are obliged, upon the application or complaint of the master or owner of 
such slave, or to the order of such master or owner, or on the appHca- 
tion or complaint of any other person who shall be any ways damnified 
or injured by such slave, immediately such slave to punish by whipping, 
cropping, or branding in the cheek with the letter R or otherwise, not 
extending to life or to render such slave imfit for labor. Laws of Mary- 
kmd, 1*761 ; Ch. 14, Sect 8. 
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CHAPTER XXVa 

ENTICING AND PER3UADI\Q BLAVES TO RUN AWAV HOW 



r 



If any free person shall entice and persuade any slave within this pro- 
rince, fo run away, and such slave shall actually run away from the 
master, owner or overseer thereof, by confession or verdict of a jury upon 
an indictment or information, such free person shall forfeit and pay the 
full value of such slave to the raasl«r or owner tliereof, to be levied by 
execution on the goods, chattels, lands or tenements of the offender, and 
in case of inability to pay the game, shall suffer one year's impriaoniuent 
without hail. Lawt of Maryland, ITSI ; Ck. U, Sect. 10. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PENALTY AGAINST 1 



No master of a vessel coming into this province and entering to trade 
therein, shall suffer sny slave or servant to frequent his vessel or come on 
board, or shall conceal such servant or slave on boiird his ship, and, in 
"' any servant or slave shall be kept or concealed on board any ship or 
1 coming into and trading within this province, for the space of one 
or longer, the master or commandant of such ship or vessel shall 
Coit iuid pay, at the rate of twenty shillbgs current money, for every 
hour such servant or slave shall be suffered to frequent his vessel and be 
kepi or concealed on board thereof, to the party owning such servant 
)r slave, the same to he recovered in a summary way before one justice 
if the peace with costs ; Provided, it shall be lawful for any master or 
iwner of such ship or vessel trading within this province, to hire any 
len'ant or slave from any inhabitant of this province to work on board- 
lUch ship or vessel. Laws of Marylaitd, 1^5S; Ck. a. Sect. 3, 4. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

SLAVES SHALL PAB3 BY GIFT. 



No negro or other slave whereof t.Iie donor shall i 
poasession, shall pass, alter or <:li ' 
ferred to any donee, imless ll i 
seal of the donor, and acltnoii i 
justice of the county where iL' 
'3 of the same comity wul 
thereof; J'rovided, thM 1 



20 THE BLACK CODE 

be construed to extend, to make void any parol-gift of any negro or other 
slave, where there shall be an express delivery of such slave, in pursuance 
of such gift, and where the sole use and possession of the same shall be 
transferred to the donee, nor to make void any bequest of any negro or 
other slave by any last will and testament. Laws of Maryland, 1763 ; 
C%. 13, Sect. 2, 3. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

HOW LEGAL FEES, ARISING ON THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION OF 

SLAVES, SHALL BE PAID. 

All legal fees, which shall arise on the prosecution of any negro or 
other slave in any court, whether such slave shall be acquitted or con- 
victed, shall be chargeable to and paid by the county where such prose- 
cution shall be had, and be assessed in the county levy of such county. 
Laws of Maryland, .1766 ; Ch, 6. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

PENALTY AGAINST ORDINARY-KEEPERS HARBORING AND ENTER- 
TAINING SLAYES, OR SELLING LiaUOR TO SLAVES 

WITHOUT LICENSE. 

If any ordinary-keeper shall harbor, entertain or sell any Hquor to any 
slave, without Ucense in writing first had and obtained from the master, 
mistress or owner of such slave, such ordinary-keeper shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit and pay one hundred and sixty pounds of tobacco to the 
master, mistress or owner of such slave, to be recovered with costs, upon 
complaint of the said master, mistress or owner before a justice of the 
county where such ordinary-keeper lives. Laws of Maryland, 1780; 
Ck, 24, Sect. 17. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

SLAVES CAPITALLY CONVICTED MAY BE PARDONED. 

The governor of this state may, in his discretion, grant to any ojQPender 
capitally convicted a pardon on condition, and if such oflPender be a slave 
and the condition of such pardon shall be, leaving this state or transpor- 
tation, the governor may direct the sheriff, in whose custody such offender 
shall be, to contract and take proper security for the transportation of such 
slave, agreeably to the condition of his pardon, and the sheriff may either 
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aeQ sach slave subject to such condition, or empower some other 
person to sell him in the place to which he shall be transported, for the 
benefit of the state, and the owner of such slave shall be paid as if the 
same slave had been executed. Laws of Maryland, 1787 : Ch. 17, Sect. 3. 
The governor shall have full power and authority to conmiute or chansfe 
any sentence or judgment of death, passed on any criminal slave, into 
transportation and sale in some foreign country, for the benefit of the 
state. Laws cf Maryland, 1795 ; Ch. 82, Sect, 2. 



CHAPTER XXXm. 

PENALTY AGAINST MASTEBS FOE PEKBflTTING THEIR SLAVES TO 
HIRE THEMSELVES AND AGAINST HIRING SUCH SLAVES. 

Any person, who shall permit and authorize any slave belonging to hTm 
or herself in his or her own right, or possessed in the right of another, to 
go at large or hire him or herself, shall incur the penalty of ^Ye pounds 
current money per month, except ten days at harvest ; and any person, 
who shall hire a slave by contract with such slave, shall incur the penalty 
of five pounds current money per month, except as before excepted: 
Provided, that any person may permit his slave, being a pilot, to hire 
himself in such capacity, and any person may employ as a pilot any slave 
known or generally reputed to be a pilot ; and all the penalties aforesaid 
shall be recovered before a single magistrate of the peace, in the same 
manner as small debts out of court are recovered, and anv sum so reco> 
vered shall be to the sole use and benefit of the informer, provided the 
ofience be suflSciently proved without his or her testimony, otherwise, 
such recovery shall be to the use and benefit of the poor of the coimty 
where the c^ence is committed. Laws of Maryland, 1787 ; Ch, 38, 
Sect. 1, 2, 3. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

SERVANTS OR SLAVES PROHIBITED FROM KILLING DEER AT STATED 

PERIODS. 

If any master, mistress or overseer shall willingly sufifer any servant or 
slave, imder his or her care, or management, to hunt, kill or destroy any 
deer, except from the first of September to the fifteenth of December 
yearly, the said master, mistress or overseer so offending, shall forfeit the 
sum of five pounds, to be recovered in the County Court of the county 
where the said offence was conmiitted, by indictment or information, one 
half to the use of the county and one half to the informer, and if any 
6er\'ant or slave do or shall himt, kill or destroy any deer contrary hereto 
and without the privity and knowledge of his or her master, mistress or 
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overseer, and be thereof convicted before a justice of the peace, such 
offender shall be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, at the discre- 
tion of said justice of the peace. Laws of Maryhmdy 1789 ; Ch, 6, 
Sect 3. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

WHEN SLAVES MAY BE IMPORTED AND WHEN NOT. 

It shall not be lawful to import or bring into this State, by land or 
water, any negro, mulatto or other slave, for sale or to reside within this 
State ; and any person brought into this State as a slave, contrary to this 
act, if a slave before, shall thereupon immediately cease to be the pro- 
perty of the person so importing or bringing such slave within this State 
and shall be free ; Provided, That it shall be lawful for any citizen of the 
United States, who shall come into this State, with a bond Jide intention 
of settling therein, to import or bring into this State, at the time of his or 
her removal into it, or within one year thereafter, any slave, the property 
of such citizen at the time of his or her said removal, which slave or the 
mother of which slave shall have been resident of the United States or 
some one of them, three whole years next preceding such removal, and 
the same to retain as slaves ; and that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to enable any person, so removing, to sell or dispose of any slave 
imported by virtue of this Act, or his or her increase, unless such person 
shall have resided within this State, three whole years next preceding such 
sale, except in cases of disposition by last will and testament and disposi- 
tions by law for bond Jide debts, or consequent upon intestacy ; and that 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed or taken to affect the right 
of any person travelling or sojourning with any slave within this State, 
such slave not being sold or otherwise disposed of in this State, but car- 
ried by the owner out of it or attempted to be carried. Laws of Mary- 
land, 1796 ; Ck. 61, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

If any negro or other slave hath been or may be carried out of this 
State, by any executor, administrator or guardian, or by any other person, 
during the infancy or without the consent or authority of the real owner 
or proprietor of such negro or other slave, it shall be lawful for such 
owner, at any time hereafter, to bring said negro or other slave into this 
State again, and to have and enjoy the said negro or other slave as his or 
her property. Laws of Marylarid, 1796; Ch. 67, Sect. 7. 

It shall be lawful for any citizen and resident of this State, being seized 
and possessed of an estate of inheritance in his own right, or in the right 
of his wife, in land lying in any one of the adjoining States, and being the 
owner of any slave employed or worked on the said land, to remove and 
bring such slave within this State on the land of such owner for the use 
and benefit of the owner, his or her legal representatives, and not for sale, 
provided such slave hath been resident of some one of the said adjoining 
States before the twenty-first day of April, 1783, or is the descendant of 

f slave being resident as aforesaid, and provided also, that a list of all 
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slaves so imported, containing their names, sesea and ages, lie delivered in 
writing and signed bj the owner, hia overseer or agent to tlie Clerk of the 
county in which such alaves shall be brought to reside, within three months 
thereafter, and the said list shall be recorded ut the expense of the owner 
of the slaves so brought into this State, in which list of negroes so re- 
corded, if title to them be acquired by will, the testator's name, the date 
of the will and the place where recorded, shall be inserted, and if the 
title to them be derived from marriage, the name of the married person 
from whom the title is derived, shall likewise he inserted in said list, and 
the whole entered on record ; and it shali be lawful for any citizen and 
resident of any adjoining Slat*, being seized and possessed of an estate of 
inheritance in his own right, or the right of his wife, in land lying- in this 
State, and the owner of any slaves resident in any adjoining State, before 
the twenty-first day of Apnl, 1783, or the descendants of any slaves being 
resident as aforesaid, to remove and bring any such slaves into this State, 
for the purpose of employing or working such slaves on the land of such 
owner within this State, for the use and benefit of the owner, his or her 
' Jegal representatives, and not for sale, provided, that a list of such slaves 
e delivered in writing, containing the names, sexes and ^es of said ne- 
j, and signed by the owner, hb overaeer or agent, to the Clerk of the 
^unty in which such slaves shall be first brought to reside, within three 
lonths thereafter, and the said list shall contain a certificate as aforesaid, 
ecorded at, the expense of the owner of the slaves so removed into 
s State ; and the power of removing slaves, as above allowed, may be 
ircised as often as the owners of such slaves sball think proper, on 
mplying with the directions of this act ; and if any citizen of this State 
th acquired or shall acquire property in any slaves being reisident of 
y of the United States before the twenty-first day cf, April, 1783, or in 
&.e descendants of such shtves being resident as af<dfcaid, by marriage, 
bequest, in course of distribution, or as guardian, such citizen may remove 
and bring such slaves into this Slate, for the purpose only of employing 
or working such slaves within this State, as hereinbefore mentioned, and 
not for stde, provided, that a list of such slaves be rendered in the manner 
herein-before directed by a citizen of this State, on hia bringing into this 
State as herein-before aflowed, and provided also, that the owner of such 
slaves may sell them, after such slaves have been residents for three years 
within this Stata. Laws of Maryland, 1700 ; Ch. 67, Sect. S, 9, 10, 11. 
It shall be lawful for any executor or administrator of any citizen of 
the United States, who shall remove into this State, with a bond fide in- 
tention of sctthng therein, and who shall have died within one year from 
the time of such removal, to import or bring into this State at any time 
within one year from the death of his testator or intestate, any slaves, the 
property of such citizen at the time of his or her death, which slaves or 
the moUiers of them shall have been resident of the United States three 
whole years next preceding such removal, as also the issue of such slaves 
bom after the removal of said testator or intestate ; and it shall be lawful 
for any guardian of any infant, entitled to any slaves by or b pursuance 
of the last will and testament of, or m the course of distribution from, any 
citizen of the United States, who shall remove into this State with a bona 
fide intention of settling therein, and who shall have died within one year 
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from the time of his or her removal into this State, at any time within 
one year from the commencement of his or her guardianship, or for any 
such infant, if a male, at any time within one year after his arriving at the 
age of twenty-one years, and, if a female, at any time within one year 
after her arriving to the age of sixteen years, to import and bring into this 
State any such slaves, being the property of any such citizen at the time 
of his or her death, as also the issue of such slaves bom after the removal 
of the said testator or intestate. Laws of Maryland, 1797 ; Ch. 15, 
Sect 2, 3. 

It shall be lawful for any citizen and resident of this state or of any 
adjoining state, being seized and possessed of an inheritance in his own 
right, or in right of his wife, in land lying in this or in any one of th« 
adjoining states, and the owner of any slaves employed or worked on said 
land, to remove and bring such slaves within this state on the land of such 
owner, for the use and benefit of the owner, his or her legal representa- 
tives, and not for sale, provided such slaves have been resident of this or 
some one of the adjoining states, before the twenty-first day of April 
1783, or are the descendants of any slaves being resident as aforesaid, 
and provided also, that a list of such slaves containing their names, sexes 
and ages, be deUvered in writing, and signed by the owner, his overseer 
or agent, to the clerk of the county in which such slaves shall be brought 
to reside, within three months thereafter, and the said list shall be 
recorded at the expense of the owner of such slaves, in which list, 
if title to them be acquired by will, the testator's name, the date of the 
will and the place where recorded, shall be inserted, and if the title 
to them be derived from marriage, the name of the married person from 
whom the title is derived, shall hkewise be inserted in the said list, and 
the whole be entered on record ; and if the said record be made within 
the time and in Me manner herein hmited, it shall be allowed to the 
owner of the slaves so brought in and recorded, to remove them or any 
of them, or their issue, in and out of this state, as often as his or her 
interest may require, without being under the necessity of recording them 
each time they are brought in. Laws of Maryland , 1798 ; Ch, 76, 
Sect. 1, 2. 

No part of the laws of Maryland, declared by an act of Congress, 
•passed the twenty-seventh day of February 1801, to be in force within 
the said district, shall ever be construed so as to prohibit the owners of 
slaves to hire them within or remove them to the said district, in the same 
way as was practised prior to the passage of the above recited act. Laws 
of the United States, 1802 ; May 3, Sect. 7. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

MANUMITTED SLAVES NOT ENTITLED TO THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE 

OR OF OFFICE. 

No slave manumitted agreeably to the laws of this state, shall be 
entitled to the privilege of voting at elections or of being elected or 
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appointed to any office of profit or trust. LawB of Maryland, 1706 ; 
Ch, 67, Sect 5. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

HOW LONG IMPORTED PERSONS, BOUND FOR A TERM OF YEARS, 

SHALL SERVE. 

No person, brought into this state from any of the United States, who 
is bound for a term of years only by the laws of the state from which 
such person is brought, shall be considered as a slave for Ufe in this state, 
but shall serve for the time which the laws of the state from which such 
person is brought, obUge him to serve, and no longer. Laws of Mary- 
land, 1796 ; Ch. 67, Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

WHEN AND HOW SLAVES MAY BE MANUMITTED BY LAST WILL 

AND TESTAMENT, OR BY DEED. 

It shall be lawful for any person, capable in law to make a vaHd will and 
testament, to grant freedom to and effect the manumission of any slaves 
belonging to such person, by his or her last will or testament, and such 
manumission of any slaves may be made to take effect at the death of the 
testator, or at such other periods as may be limited in such last will and 
testament, provided always, that no manumission hereafter to be made by 
last will and testament, shall be effectual to give freedom to any slaves, If 
the same shall be in prejudice of creditors, nor imless the said slaves shall 
be under the age of forty-five years, and able to work and gain a sufficient 
livelihood and maintenance, at the time the freedom given shall commence. 
Laws of Maryland, 1796 ; Ch. 67, Sec. 13. 

Any person, possessed of any slaves within this State, who are of 
healthy constitution and sound in mind and body, capable by labor to 
procure to them sufficient food and raiment with other requisite necessa- 
ries of life, and not exceeding forty-five years of age, and being willing 
and desirous to set free or manumit such slaves, may, by writing under 
his or her hand and seal, endenced by two good and sufficient witnesses 
at least, grant to such slaves their freedom ; and any deed or writing 
whereby freedom shaU be given or granted to any slave, which shall be 
intended to take place in future, shall be good to all intents, constructions 
and purposes whatsoever, from the time that such freedom or manumis- 
sion Is inv-nded to commence by said deed or writing, so that such deed 
or writint;^ be not in prejudice of creditors, and that such slave, at the 
time such freedom shall take place or commence, be not above the age 
aforesaid, and be able to work and gain a sufficient livelihood and mainte- 
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nance ; which instrument of writing shall be acknowledged before one 
justice of the peace of the county wherein the grantor of such freedom 
shall reside, which justice shall endorse on the back of such instrument 
the time of the acknowledgment and the party making the same, which 
he or she or the parties concerned shall cause to be entered among the 
records of the County Court where the grantor of such freedom shall re- 
side, within six months after the date of such instrument of writing ; and 
the Clerk of the respective County Courts within this^State, shall, imme- 
diately upon the receipt of such instrument, endorse the time of his re- 
ceiving the same, and shall well and truly enrol such deed or instrument 
in a good and suflBicient book in folio, to be regularly alphabeted in the 
names of both parties, and to remain in the custody of the said clerk for 
the time being, among the records of the respective County Courts ; and 
the Clerk shall, on the back of every such instrument, in a full and legi- 
ble hand, make an endorsement of such enrolment and also of the folio of 
the book in which the same shall be enrolled, and to such endorsement 
set his hand, the person requiring such entry paying the usual and legal 
fees for the same ; and a copy of such record duly attested under the 
seal of such oflBice shall, at all times, be deemed to all intents and purposes 
good evidence to prove such freedom. Laws of Maryland, 1*796 ; Ch. 
67, Sec, 29, 30. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

ABDUCTION OF COLORED PERSONS HOW PUNISHED. 

If any person shall forcibly or fraudulently transport, or cany or cause 
to be transported or canied out of this state, any free negro or mulatto, 
knowing such free negro or mulatto to be free, every such person shaU 
forfeit and pay the sum of eight himdred dollars, for every negro or mulatto 
so transported or carried or caused to be transported or carried, one half to 
the use of the coimty in which the recovery may be had and the other 
half to the informer, to be recovered by action of debt or bill of indict- 
ment, and if the said sum be not paid or secured to be paid, within thirty 
days after judgment, such person shall be adjudged by the court to serve 
on the public roads for any period not exceeding five years ; and if any 
person shall transport or carry, or chaisc to be transported or carried out 
of this state, any negro or mulatto entitled to freedom at a certain age, 
or sell or otherwise dispose of or cause to be sold or othei*wise disposed 
of out of this state, such negro or mulatto as a slave for hfe, or for a 
longer term than he has to serve by law, knowing such negro or mulatto 
to be entitled to freedom at a certain age, every such person shall, for 
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of eight hundred dollars, one 
half to the use of the county as aforesaid, and the other half to the in- 
former, to be recovered as aforesaid, and if the said sum be not paid or 
secured to be paid as aforesaid, such person shall be adjudged by the 
court to serve on the roads for any period npt exceeding five years. Lawt 
ofMarylandy 1796; Ch, 67, Sect. 15. 
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If any free person shall, in the District of Columbia, unlawfully by force 
and violence, take and carry away or cause to be taken and carried away, 
or shall, by fraud, unlawfully seduce or cause to be seduced any free 
negro or mulatto, from any part of the said District to any other part of 
said District or to any other place, with design or intention to sell or dis- 
pose of such negro or mulatto, or to cause her or him to be kept and 
detained as a slave for Ufe or servant for years, every such person so 
offending, his or her counsellors, aiders and abettors, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and im- 
prisonment and confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary, for any 
time not exceeding twelve years, according to the enormity of the offence. 
Laws of the United States, 1831, March 2d y Sect. 1*7. 



CHAPTER XL. 

PENALTY AGAINST IMPORTING FREE COLORED PERSONS AND 

SELLING THEM INTO SLAVERY. 

If any person shall import or bring into this state any free negro or 
mulatto or any person bound to service for a term of years only, and shall 
sell or otherwise dispose of such free negro, mulatto or person bound to 
serve for a term of years only, as a slave for life or for any longer time, 
than by law such person may be bound to serve, knowing such negro or 
mulatto to be free or entitled to freedom at a certain age, every such person 
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of eight hundred 
dollars, to be recovered by action of debt or indictment, one half to the 
use of the county, the other half to the informer, and in case the said sum 
be not paid or secured to be paid within thirty days, then such person 
shall be adjudged to work on the roads for any term not exceeding five 
years. Laws ^ Maryland, 1796, Ch. 67, Sect, 16. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

MASTERS PROHIBITED FROM SUFFERING THEIR SLAVES TO GO 

AT LARGE BEGGING, &C. 

If any master, mistress or owner of any slaves shall suffer such slaves 
to depart from their respective habitation or quarter and remain at large 
begging or becoming burthensome to the respective neighborhoods or to 
other persons, it shall be lawful for the County Courts where the master, 
mistress or owner of such slaves shall reside, and they are required, upon 
the complaint or information of any credible person supported by oath or 
affirmation, to cause such complaint or information to be minuted among 
their proceedings, and thereupon to issue their warrant to the sheriff of 
their county against such master, mistress or owner of such slaves. 
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thereby to cause such master, mistress or owner to appear before them at 
some day to be limited in such warrant ; and if on due examination ii; a 
summary way, the said court shall be satisfied that such master, mistress 
or owner of such slaves has suflfered them to depart and wander or re- 
main at large contrary to this act, the said court are required to cause such 
master, mistress or owner of such slaves to enter into recognizance with 
one suflBicient security, if the same shall be awarded, in the penalty of one 
hundred dollars, to be taken to and in the name of this state, and the 
condition of such recognizance shall be, that if such master, mistress or 
owner of such slaves, his or her executors or administrators shall suflfer 
such slaves to depart and remain at large contrary to this act, then such 
recognizance shall remain in force and virtue, and if such master, mistress 
or owner of any such slaves shall afterwards commit any breach of the 
condition of such recognizance, it shall be lawful for any person to put in 
suit and prosecute such recognizance against the cognizor thereof ; and if 
the master, mistress or owner bound by such recognizance, his or her 
executors or administrators, shall be convicted of any of the breaches 
assigned, by verdict, confession or otherwise, the judgment of the court 
shall be rendered for the penalty and costs of suit, and the same may be 
recovered by any process of execution, and one third of the penalty shall go 
to the use of the prosecutor and the remainder to be applied as a fund 
for the county school, if any, and if not, to the use of the county in which 
such conviction shall happen, and the name of the person prosecuting 
such recognizance shall be endorsed upon the original writ, and he shall 
be answerable for the fees and costs ; provided, that if any slaves shall 
run away or abscond from the service of their master, mistress or owner, 
contrary to the will of such master, mistress or owner, such running away 
and absconding shall not be construed, deemed or taken to be a departing 
or remaining at large within the meaning of this act. Laws of Maryland, 
1796; Ch, 67, Sect 11. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

PENALTY AGAINST GIVING AWAY OR SELLING CERTIFICATES OP 

FREEDOM. 

In all cases where certificates from a clerk of any court or from any 
judge or magistrate, shall be granted to free negroes or mulattoes, if any 
negro or mulatto shall give or sell such certificate to any slave, by which 
means such slave may be enabled to abscond from the service of his 
master or owner and personate the grantee of such certificate, it shall be 
lawful for the master or owner of such slave to have a remedy against 
such free negro in any court of *aw in this state, and the court, before 
whom such free negro may be tried, shall have full power and authority, 
upon conviction by the verdict of a jury or upon confession or otherwise, 
to fine such free negro or mulatto a sum not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, in the discretion of the court, one half to the use of the master or 
owner of the absconding slave, the other half to the use of the county 
school, if any, and if not, to the use of the county ; and in case the said 
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fine shall not be paid or secured to be paid, within thirtr days, the said 
court may adjudge such free negro to be «']d at pubhc vendue, for such 
a tenn as the court may deem just and proper, not eiceedinc seven 
years, aixi the mooey aiising from such sale shall be paid to the owner 
of the slare, who shall have absoooded bv means of such certificate. 
Laws (f Maryland, 1796 ; Ck. 67, SecL 18.' 



CHAPTER XLin. 

PEHAI-TT AGAIX5T GITIXG UXLAWFCX PASSES TO SLAVES OE 

SEEVAXTS. 

From any person, who shaS hereafter be oonricted of giving a pass to 
any slave or person held to sernce, or shall be found to assist by advice, 
d<Miation or loan, or otherwise, the transporting of any slave or peison 
held to service from this state, or by any other unlawful means, depriv- 
ing a master or owner of the sernce of his slave or person held to sernce, 
for every such offence, the party a^griefed shall recover damages, in an 
action on the case, against such offanier, and said o&nder shall also be 
liable, upcm indictment and connction upc4i rerdict, confesaon or other- 
wise, in any county of this state where such c^ence shall happen, to be 
fined a sum not exceeding two hundred dollais. at the discretiim of the 
court, one half to tbe use of the master or owner of such slave, the other 
half to the countr school, if anr, and if not, to the use of the countr. 
Zaiff cf JfaryloMd, 17&6 ; OL 67, Sec. 19. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

SLAVES PSOHIBITED FEOM SEJAAISG LiaUOE WITHOUT LICEX3E. 

Any slare^ selhng Bquor or keeping entertainment at any muster ground, 
hcn'se-race or other pubfic place whoever, without the oider en* permissioa 
of his c^ her owner in writing, shall be fiable to be apprehended and 
punished, in the discretion of any justice of the peace, not exceedii^ 
twenty stripes. Lawi of Maryland, 1796 ; Ch. 67, Sec. 20. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

FE£E PEESOXg OF OOLOE LTTIKG IDLE WITHOUT AFT VISIBLK 
MEAJkS OP gUBFISTEKCE, AXD GOIXG AT LAEGB HOW PUiriSHED. 

Upon the icformadon, on oath or affirmation ci any credible person, 
to any judge, associate justice or justice <d the peace of any ootmly of 
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this state, that any free negro or mulatto is found Kving idle, without any 
visible means of maintenance, or going at large through such county and 
without any visible means of subsistence, such judge is hereby authorized 
and required to issue his warrant to any constable of the county, direct- 
ing him to apprehend such free negro or mulatto and bring him or her 
before some judge or justice of such county ; and upon the return of said 
warrant, the judge or justice before whom it shall be returned, is hereby 
authorized to inquire by all lawful means, whether such free negro or 
mulatto is an offender under this act, and if it shall appear to the satisfac- 
tion of the judge or justice, that he or she is such an offender, such judge 
or justice is hereby directed forthwith to order such free negro or mulatto 
to give security for his good behavior in a penalty not exceeding thirty 
dollars, or on default of such security to order such offender to depart 
from the state within five days ; and such offender, refusing to comply 
with the requirements of this act, or after leaving the state, shall return 
again within six months, may be again taken up and carried before some 
judge or justice of the peace, who may commit the said free negro or 
mulatto to the conamon jail of the county, and if such offender, so com- 
mitted, shall not within twenty days thereafter pay his or her prison 
charges, it shall be lawful for the sheriff of the county, with the appro- 
bation of any two justices of the peace of such county, to sell such free 
negro or mulatto, to serve for a period of time not exceeding six calendar 
months, and the money arising therefrom, after payment of the charges 
arising from such commitment to confinement, to pay over unto the jus- 
tices of the levy courts of the respective counties, for the use of said 
counties. Laws of Maryland, 1796 ; Ch. 67, Sec, 20. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

HOW TRIALS OF PETITION FOR FREEDOM SHALL BE CONDUCTED. 

All petitions for freedom shall commence and be tried only, in the county 
where the petitioners shall reside, under the direction of their master, mis- 
tress, or owner, and the court of the county, in which such petitions shall 
be preferred, shall have full power and authority to issue process against 
such master, mistress or owner, for the purpose of compelling his or her 
appearance, directed to the sheriff of the county where such person shall 
reside, and such sheriff shall serve and return such process, in the same 
manner as if issued by the county court of his county, and in case of 
neglect or delay in such sheriff to execute and return such process, he 
may be fined by the court issuing such process ; and in all petitions 
for freedom, the petitioner or defendant may apply to the court for the 
benefit of a trial by jury, and the court shall thereupon charge as the law 
directs, the attending jury to determine each and all of the allegations, 
contained in the petition which may be controverted ; and there shaJl 
be no appeal from the judgment of the county court, except as to mat- 
ters of law, where the facts have been tried by a jury, and the master, 
mistress or owner of such petitioner, or the petitioner shall have the right 
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, to appeal as to matters of law only, and to take bills of exception in all 
cases so tried to the general court ; and either master, mistress or owner, 
or the petitioner shall have the right and privilege of challenging peremp- 
torily to the number of twelve jurors impanelled to try the facts in issue, 
and for want of a sufficient number of jurors remaining upon the original 
panel, a tahs, at the prayer of either party, shall be awarded by the 
court to try the said issue ; and in all cases of petitions for freedom, insti- 
tuted in any Court of Law in this State, where the petition shall be 
dismissed, or upon trial, the judgment be against the petitioner, the 
attorney prosecuting or appearing to the same shall pay all legal costs 
arising thereon, unless the Court, before whom the same may be brought, 
shall be of opinion, under all circumstances, that there was probable ground 
to suppose the said petitioner had a right to freedom ; and if any petition 
for freedom shall be filed in any Court of Law in this state and dismiss- 
ed, and a second petition be filed at the suit of the same party, the 
Court, in which such second petition shall be filed, shall order a i^tay of 
all proceedings, until the costs of the former petition, and all reasonable 
damages and expenses sustained and incurred by the defendant therein, 
to be ascertained by the Court, shall have been paid or secured to be 
paid. LawB cf Maryland, 1796 ; Ch. 67, Sec. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. 



CHAPTER XLVn. 

SLAVES SETTING ON FIEE WOODS, FENCES, &C., ^HOW PUNISHED. 

Any slave or servant, who shall wilfuHy and maliciously set on fire any 
woods, fences, marshes, lands, leaves, or rubbish thereon, within the 
Counties of Montgomery, Prince George's, &c., so as to occasion any loss, 
damage or injury to any other person, without the direction of his or her 
master, mistress or owner, and said slave be therecrf duly convicted before 
a single magistrate, such offender, unless his or her master, mistress or 
owner will pay the fine imposed, at the discretion of the ma^strate, not 
exceeding ten pounds with costs of suit, shaQ receive not exceeding thirty- 
nine lashes cm his or her back, at the discretion of said magistrate. Laum 
€f Maryhmi, 1798 ; Ck. 39, See. 2, 3. 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

PEEBONB HELD TO LABOE IN ANY STATE AND ESCAPING INTO THIB 

DIBTEICT SHALL BE DELITEEED UP. 

In all cases, where the Constitution or Laws of the United States pro- 
vide, tiiat persTius held to labor in any State, escaping into another State, 
shall r>e dt-iivered up, the Chief Justice of the said DKtrict (of Columbia), 
^bbll h(: and he is hereby empowered and required, to cause to be appre- 
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hended and delivered up such persons fleeing from service who shall be 
found within the District, in the same manner and under the same regu- 
lations, as the Executive authority of the several States are required to do 
the same, and all executive and judicial officers are hereby required to 
obey all lawful precepts or other process issued for that purpose, and to 
the aiding and assisting in such dehvery. Laws of the United States, 
1801, March Sd ; Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

CAPITAL FELONIES NOT SPECIALLY PROVIDED FOR BY THIS ACT — ' 

HOW PUNISHED. 

All capital felonies and crimes in the District of Columbia, not herein 
specially provided for, except murder, treason, piracy, shall hereafter be 
punished by imprisonment and labor in the penitentiary of the said Dis- 
trict, for a period not less than seven nor more than twenty years. Laws 
of the United States, 1831; Ch. 2, Sect. 14. 



CHAPTER L. 

WHIPPING OF FREE PERSONS FORBIDDEN. 

Every other felony, misdemeanor or oflfence, not provided for by this 
Act, may and shall be punished as heretofore, except that in all cases 
where whipping is part or the whole of the punishment, except in cases 
of slaves, the Court shall substitute therefor imprisonment in the county 
jail for a period not exceeding six months. Laws of the United States, 
1831, March 2 ; Sect. 15. 



CHAPTER LI. 

ALL PROVISIONS AGAINST CRIMES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
EXCEPT SUCH AS ARE ALTERED BY THIS ACT, SHALL REMAIN IN 
PULL FORCE. 

All definitions and descriptions of crimes ; all fines, forfeitures, and in- 
capacities, the restriction of property or the payment of the value thereof; 
and every other matter not provided for in this Act, be and the same shall 
remain as heretofore. Laws of the United States, 1831, March 2d; 
Sect. 16. 
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' CHAPTER LII. 

THE PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR OFFENCES UNDER THE LAWS 

NOT CHANGED BY THIS ACT. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to apply to slaves, not 
resident of the District of Columbia, but such slaves shall, for all offences 
committed in said District, be punished agreeably to the laws as they now 
exist ; Provided, That this Act shall not be construed to extend to slaves. 
Laws of the United States, 1831, March 2d, Sect, 18. 

3 



84 THE BLACK COSE 



OEDINANCES 



OF THE 



CORPORATION OF WASHINGTON. 



CHAPTER LIII. 

/POWERS OP THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OP WASHINGTON, IN 

REGARD TO COLORED PERSONS. 

The Corporation of Washington shall have power and authority, to 
restrain and prohibit the nightly and other disorderly meetings of slaves, 
free negroes and mulattoes, and to punish such slaves by whipping, not 
exceeding forty stripes, or by imprisonment, not exceeding six months for 
any one offence, and to punish such free negroes and mulattoes by penal- 
ties, not exceeding twenty dollars for any one offence, and in case of the 
inability of any free negro or mulatto to pay any such penalty and cost 
thereon, to cause him or her to be confined to labor, for any time not ex- 
ceeding six calendar months ; to prescribe the terms and conditions upon 
which free negroes and mulattoes may reside in the city ; to punish cor- 
poreally any colored servant or slave for a breach of any of their laws or 
ordinances, unless the owner or holder of such servant or slave shall pay 
the fine in su<;h cases provided ; and to pass all laws, which shall be 
deemed necessary and proper, for carrying into execution the powers 
vested by this Act in the said Corporation. Laws of the United States, 
1820, May 1st, Sect, 8. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

SLAVES GUILTY OF HORSE-RACING WITHIN THREE HUNDRED YARDS 

OP ANY HOUSE HOW PUNISHED. 

If any slave shall be seen running any horse in any street or avenue of 
the city, within three hundred yards of any house or building, it shall be 
the duty of any constable to take such slave before a magistrate, and on 
his being convicted of such offence, he shall be publicly whipped any 
number of lashes, not exceeding thirty-nine. Ordinances of the Corpora- 
tion of Washington, 1809, Dec, 9th , Sect, 3. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

TAX ON SLAVES OF RESIDENTS. 

There shall be paid annually on the first day of January, the foUowii^ 
tax on slaves, the property of residents of the City of Washington, by his 
or her owner, viz. : On male slaves between the age of fifteen and forty- 
five, two dollars ; and on female slaves between Uie age of fifteen and 
forty-five, the simi of one dollar. Ordinances of the Corpiyraiion of 
Washington, 1816, Feb, 29th, Sect, 3. 



CHAPTER LVI. 

DUTY OF ASSESSORS OF TAXES IN REGARD TO SLAVES. 

It shall be the duty of the Assessors of the Tax in the City of Wash- 
ington, to make out a list of the owners or proprietors of slaves, eniune- 
rating the number belonging to each person, with a description of their 
age and sex, and distinguishing those belonging to residents from those 
belonging to non-residents, which said list, it shall be the duty of the said 
assessors to return to the register, at the time of making their return of 
the assessments of real and personal property. Ordinances of the Corpo* 
ration of Washington, 1817, Julg 2d. 



CHAPTER LVIl. 

PENALTY AGAINST LICENSED DRINKING SHOPS SELLING LiaUOR TO 

SLAVES. 

It shall be unlawful for any licensed persons, to sell or barter any spi- 
rituous liquors, wines, cordials, strong beer or cider, to any slave, or suf- 
fer the same to be drunk by any slave, within their shops, porter-cellars, 
or houses, or confectionaries, on pain of forfeiting and paying for each 
offence, a fine of twenty dollars, one-half to the use of the corporation, 
and one-half to the informer. Ordinances of the CorporaiioH of Washing- 
tony 1819, October 26/A , Sect. 3. 



CHAPTER LVm. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR BATHING IN CERTAIN WATERS BB- 

TWEEN SUN-RISE AND SUN-SET. 

It shall not be lawful for any slave to bathe or swim in the Anacostia 
river, between Sixth street east, and Fifteenth street west ; or in the canal 
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or any part of the Tyber east of Fifteenth street west, or in the Potomac 
river adjoining the city of Washington, lying between the Potomac Bridge 
and the northern boundary of the public ground at Greenleaf's Point, or m 
that part of the Potomac river, adjoining said city, lying between the 
mouth of the Tyber and Twenty-third street west, and between D street 
north and the mouth of Rock Creek, or to bathe or swim from or under 
the Potomac Bridge, on pain of being punished for each offence, on con- 
viction thereof, with any number of stripes on his or her back, not exceed- 
ing five, unless his or her owner shall choose to pay a fine of two dollars 
for each offence. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1821, 
Jult/ 10th, Sect. 3. — lS26,June Sth — 1830, Julj/ 2Uh — 1843, Decem- 
ber 2\st , Sect, 3. 



CHAPTER LIX. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR MALTREATING HORSES. 

Any slave, who shall cruelly beat or wantonly abuse any animal of the 
horse kind, shall receive not less than five, nor more than ten lashes on his 
or her bare back, for each and every offence so committed. Ordinances 
of the Corporation of Washington, 1821, Julyllth, Sect. 1, 3. 



CHAPTER LX. 

TAX ON SLAVES OF NON-RESIDENTS. 

The following tax is imposed on the slaves of non-residents, hired to per- 
sons residing within the city of Washington, to wit : On every male slave 
above the age of eighteen years and under forty-five, twenty dollars per an- 
num ; on every male slave under eighteen and above twelve yeai*s of age, 
twelve dollars per annum ; and every female slave between fifteen and 
forty-five years of age, two dollars per annum ; and if any non-resident 
shall hire a slave to labor, or do service in the said city, without having 
first paid the above tax, he or she shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty 
dollars for every such offence, and any person who shall hire any slaves 
belonging to non-residents, for whom the said tax is not paid, shall, in like 
manner, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars for each and every slave 
so hired, and if such person shall continue to employ such slave, so hired, 
he or she shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for every month 
such slave shall continue to be so employed ; and for every hiring of slaves 
by non-residents to do labor or service in the City of Washington, for any 
period less than a year, the above tax shall be paid in the same manner 
and under the same penalties, as if the hiring was for a year ; and if any 
resident or non-resident of the said city, by a fictitious bill of sale or other- 
wise, attempt to elude or evade the , provisions of this act, he or she 
shaD forfeit and pay for every such offence, the sum of twenty dollars. 
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which shall he in addition to the above penalty. Ordinances of the Corpo- 
ratwncf Washington, 1823, April 6th, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4. 



CHAPTER LXI. 

SLAVES BROUGHT INTO THIS CITY TO HIRE OR TO RESIDE MUST BE 

RECORDED. 

Every person, bringing or sending any slaves into this city to hire or 
reside therein, shall, witfin twenty days thereafter, cause the said slaves 
to be recorded on the books of the corporation, and shall deposit with the 
Register an affidavit, that such slaves are bond fide his or her property, 
and every person, neglecting or refusing so to do, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of twentv dollars for everv slave brought in, who shall not be found 
on said books of record : and the Register shall be entitled to receive, for 
re^tering every such slave, a fee of twenty-five cents, to be paid by 
every person causing the same to be done. Ordinances of the Corpora- 
tion of Washington, 1823, April bth , Sect 5. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR INJURING THE PUBLIC PUMPS. 

It shall not be lawful for any slave to destroy, impair or in any maimer 
injure any public pump, well, aqueduct or hydrant, within the limits of 
this city, on pain of being punished for each offence, by commitment to 
the penitentiary or workhouse, for any number of days not exceeding 
thirty days, at the discretion of the justice taking cognizance of the offence, 
unless the owner of such slave, or person hiring such slave, shall choose to 
pav a fine not exceeding ten dollars for every such offence. Ordinances 
of' the Corporation of Washington, 1826, Julg 26th; Sect, 1, 2. 



CHAPTER LXIIL 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES FOR INJURING ANY ENCLOSURES OF THE 

MALL. 

If any slarve shall pull down, impair or otherwise injure any fence, wall 
or enclosure or any part thereof, on the limits of the public mall, or any 
public square or reservation, under the control of this corporation, he 
shall on conviction, be punished at the discretion of the magistrate, with 
any number of stripes on the bare back not exceeding twenty for each 
and every offence so committed ; Provided, that the owner or person, in 
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whose employ said slave may "be, shall have a right to pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars, in lieu of the punishment incurred by said slave, for 
violating this act. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1826, 
October 12th, Sect, 1, 2. 



CHAPTER LXIV. 

TERMS UPON WHICH FREE COLORED PERSONS ARE PERMITTED TO 

RESIDE IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

Within thirty days after the first of October next, it shall be the duty of 
all free black or mulatto persons, males of the age of sixteen, and females 
of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who may then reside in the 
City of Washington, to exhibit satisfactory evidence of their title to free- 
dom, to the Register of this corporation, together with a list of the names, 
ages and sex of all other persons of color under these ages, whether his 
or her own children or otherwise, inhabiting his or her house, who may 
not have performed this duty under existing laws ; and for omitting to 
perform any or all the duties herein prescribed, the person so omitting 
shall forfeit and pay a sum of money not exceeding six dollars, for each 
and every month, he or she may continue to omit or neglect ; and the 
Register of this corporation shall keep a record of all such free black and 
mulatto persons, and of their ages, sex, names and residence, and shall 
furnish a written permit, under the seal of the corporation, free of expense, 
to each head of a family, embracing all under his or her care, or to each 
individual, as the case may be, authorizing them to reside in the City of 
Washington, under the conditions prescribed in this act. Ordinances of 
the Corporation of Washington, 1827, May Z\st, Sect, 1, 2. 

Every negro and mulatto found residing in the City of Washington, after 
the passage of this act, who shall not be able to establish his or her title to 
freedom (except such as may be hired to a resident of this city, and on 
whom the tax shall have been paid, agreeably to the provisions of the act 
of April 5th, 1823), shall be committed to the jail of the Coimty of 
Washington, as absconding slaves. Ordinances of the Corporation of 
Washingtm, 1827, May Slst , Sect, 10. 

It shall not be lawful for any resident of this city to employ, harbor Of 
conceal any free black or mulatto person, who cannot produce a pennit 
from the Register, authorizing him or her to reside in the City of Wash- 
ington, and on conviction thereof before a Justice of the Peace, shall forfeit 
and pay for each and every oflfence, a sum not exceeding five dollars ; 
Provided, that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to apply to or 
aflfect the condition of any negro or mulatto, who may be attached to or in 
the service of any transient person or Member of Congress, while in such 
employment, or who may have been sent to the city on business by th^ 
employer. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1827, Ma^ 
Zlst, Sect, 11. 

Every free negro or mulatto, whether male or female, who has not 
complied with the provisions of the act of May dlst» 1827, and every 
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colored person, who may be manumitted or be made or declared to be free 
in any other manner or form whatsoever, shall forthwith exhibit to the 
mayor, satisfactory evidence of his or her title to freedom, to be recorded 
by the Register as directed by the second section of the act of May 31st, 
1827, and shall enter into bond to the Mayor, Board of Aldermen and 
Board of Common Coimcil of the City of Washington, with five good and 
sufficient sureties, in the penalty of one thousand dollars, conditioned for 
his or her good and orderly conduct, and that of every member of his or her 
existing family, and that they or either of them do not become chargeable 
to this corporation, which bond shall be renewed every year; and on 
failure to comply with each and every provision of this section, he, she 
or they so failing, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars, and shall be ordered by the mayor to depart forthwith from this 
city, and on failure to do so, shall be committed to the work-house, 
until such conditions shall be compHed with, not exceeding six months in 
any one commitment ; and any free person or persons of color, who may 
be imprisoned under the provisions of this act, may be discharged from 
such imprisonment by order of the mayor, upon his or her being able to 
satisfy the mayor, that he or she will, with his or her family and depend- 
ents, forthwith depart from the city ; but, if he or she shall fail to depart 
therefrom, or departing, shall return to and be found within the same, at 
any time within twelve months thereafter, he or she shall be again com- 
mitted, as if no such discharge had taken place ; Provided, that nothing 
in this section shall be so construed as to release the child or children of 
such person or persons of color, who may have been bound out to servi- 
tude by the guardians of the poor, until the expiration of their term of 
service. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1836, October 
29tk , Sect. 1, 2. 

Every free negro or mulatto, whether male or female, who may come 
to the City of Washington, shall be subject to all the provisions of the 
first section of the act of October 29th, 1836 ; and the following words 
in the first section of the act aforesaid, viz : — " Who has not complied 
with the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement " (May 31st, 
1827) be and they are hereby repealed. Ordinances of the Corporation 
of Washington, 1836, Noxmnher, Qth , Sect 1, 2. 

The mayor is hereby required to cause the city seal to be placed on 
each certificate granted under the act of 29th October, 1836 (May 
31st, 1827 ?) and to charge and collect on each certificate so granted, the 
sum of two dollars for the use of the corporation, and for the renewal 
of every such certificate as required by the said act, the sum of one dollar 
each shall be paid, to be applied as ^foresaid. Ordinances of the Corpo^ 
ration of Washington, 1847, October 28^A. 

The mayor is requested to have published daily for ten days, in the 
newspapers authorized to publish the laws of the corporation, the Eleventh 
and Twelfth Sections of the act of the 31st of May, 1827, and to cause 
the said publication to be annually made on or about the first day of 
November, with a notice to all whom it may concern, for a renewal of the 
certificates required by the act of 29th October, 1836 (Act of 31st of 
of May 1827?) Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 18479 
November \lth. 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

IDLE, DISORDERLY OR TUMULTUOUS ASSEMBLAGES OF NEGROES 

PROHIBITED. 

All idle, disorderly or tumultuous assemblages of negroes, so as to 
disturb the peace or repose of the citizens, are hereby prohibited, and any 
free negro or mulatto, found offending against the provisions of this sec- 
tion, may, on conviction thereof before a justice of the peace, be recog- 
nized with one or more sureties, in the penal sum of twenty dollars, condi- 
tioned for his or her peaceable and orderly behavior, for any period of 
time, not exceeding six months from the date of such recognizance. 
Ordinances of the Corporation of Washinffton, 1827, May Slst , Sect, 3. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

PUNISHMENT OF FREE COLORED PERSONS FOR GAMING. 

If any free black or mulatto person shall be found playing at cards, 
dice or any other game of an inmaoral tendency, or shall be present as one 
of the company where such game is playing, on conviction thereof before 
a justice of the peace, he shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten 
dollars. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1827, Mat/ 31st, 
Sect, 4. 



CHAPTER LXVIL 

PUNISHMENT OF FREE COLORED PERSONS FOR HAVING DANCES, &C., 

AT THEIR HOUSES, WITHOUT LICENSE. 

All free black or mulatto persons are prohibited from having a dance, 
ball or assembly, at his, her or their house, without first having obtained 
a license or permit, for that purpose, from the Mayor, in which shall be 
mentioned the place, time of meeting, mmiber of guests, hour of breaking 
up, and the name of the person so applpng for such permit ; and any free 
black or mulatto persons, offending against the provisions of this Section, 
or suffering such disorder, during said period, as to disturb the peace of 
the neighborhood, on conviction thereof before a justice of the peace, 
shall forfeit and pay for each and every offence a sum not exceeding ten 
dollars. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1827, May Slst , 
Sect, 5. 
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CHAPTER LXVIII. 

PREE COLORED PERSONS PROHIBITED PROM GOING AT LARGE, LATER 

THAN TEN o'cLOCK AT NIGHT. 

No free black or mulatto person shall be allowed to go at large, 
through the City of Washington, at a later hour than ten o'clock at night, 
excepting such free black or mulatto person have a pass from some jus- 
tice of the peace or respectable citizen, or be engaged in driving a cart, 
wagon or odier carriage ; and any free person of color, found oflfending 
against the provisions of this Section, shall, on conviction thereof before a 
justice of the peace, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding ten dollars, and 
all such offenders may be confined in a lock-up house, until the following 
morning ; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be made to apply 
to any person of color, sent on an errand by the owner or employer of 
said person. Ordinances of the Oorparaiion of Washington, 1827, Mdtf 
Sl8t, Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER LXEL 

PUNISHMEJrr OF FR££ COLORED PERSONS FOR BEING TOUVD 

BRUKK, *;C. 

All free blac^ or mulatto p^'Bons who shall be found drunk m the pub- 
lic streets, open grounds or tipphng houses, or guilty of obsc^oe and 
profane language or behavior, on connctaon thereof before a justice of the 
peace, shall f oHeit and paj a sum not exceeding three dollars for each 
and eveiy offence. Ord^ua»ces <f ike CorporaUou <f WaehingtoH., 1B2*I, 
May Blst, SecL 1. 



CHAPTER LXt 

PUKIBHMEKT OF FREE COLORED PERSONS FOR fi£FU6XN6 OR NJBGLBCT' 
ING TO PAY FINEB IMPOSED UPON THEM BY TMIfi ACT. 

Any free black or mulatto person, who may be fined mider any of ^le 
provisions of this Act, on refusing or negleciang to pay or secure to be 
p^d such fine, shall be committed to the work-house, until such fine be 
paid, for any p^od of time, not exceeding: six months ; and on refuan^ 
or neglecting to ^ve liie security for good behavior required by any of ibe 
pronsionb of thk Act, shall be committed to the woik-hoiKe, until sndi 
security be given, not exceectingg mx inantl]^, for any one offence. OrdU^ 
nanc& of ii«£ Cwyoratkm of Wfuti;i»ffiQu, 182*1, May Slsi , Sect. 6. 
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CHAPTER LXXL 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES FOR OFFENCES AGAINST THIS ACT. 

The duties and obligations, which by this Act are imposed on free per- 
sons of color, are hereby made to apply to slaves, as far as they may be 
consistent with their condition as such ; and any slave found offending 
against any of the provisions of this Act, on conviction thereof before a 
justice of the peace, may be sentenced to receive any number of stripes, 
on his or her bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine, but it shall be optional 
with such slave, to have the pimishment of whipping commuted for the 
payment of the fine, which wQuld be imposed, in such cases, on free per- 
sons of color. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1827, May 
Slst, Sect, 8. 



CHAPTER LXXII. 

PUNISHMENT OF PERSONS OF COLOR FOR FREaUENTING THE CAPI- 
TOL SaUARE WITHOUT NECESSARY BUSINESS. 

Persons of color frequenting the Capitol square, without necessary bu- 
siness, and refusing to depart, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding 
twenty dollars, and in case of inability or refusal to pay the same, shall be 
confined to labor for a term, not more than thirty days for each offence. 
Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1829, Jan. 9th, Sect. 1. 



CHAPTER LXXIII. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR CREATING A FALSE ALARM OF FIRE. 

If any slave shall kindle or set on fire, or be present, sdding, consenting 
or causing it to be done, in any street, avenue, or alley, open-ground or 
lot, any barrel, straw, shavings or other combustible, between the setting 
and the rising of the sun, whereby a false alarm of fire may be created, on 
conviction thereof, he shall be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, 
at the discretion of the magistrate before whom the case may be tried, 
which punishment may be commuted by the payment of a &ie not ex- 
ceeding five dollars for every offence. Ordinances of the Corporation of 
Washington, 1829, April 2d, 
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CHAPTER LXXTT. 

TJTSnSMMEXT CF SLATKS FOS SF7TIXG OFF FITE-CKACXSILS. A:C. 

If war s2sTp ^Dai3 set off aar £r?-cra«kefs. sqaib? cr :<hsr srsf-riil 
firewwis. in lanr ^jlvl^ or ST^esne. whloi oce L;sE?i»i pa*£s x izrr 
dweOiBg iftoases. -Gr ^aJ! dssdbar^ a giaa. ia<iol or od>«r £r\f iracj c=c: rr 
under the P<c<€vcAr Bi5i!ge at any dane, be shaZ! be pur^sbed r j irifp- 
{Hng:, 1M4 €i««&2: iciriT-BBDe sjripes. as she diseiedon « 'Lbe csapar^*?. 
which pnai^imeES text b? •Kaumtced br the pajmecs ci a &:>r zkk ex- 
ceedin£r fire di}Ibif?. uw iess ikan one dollar. OnsV jMvkY^ tv Liuf O.ttcc- 
ralioa^^' ir«iA»7i0«, IS^. Jwme Ati , Stef^ 2.— 154^", Ike. -2UC . 



CHAPTER LXXV. 

FnaSfiXTTT OF SLATES FOS B&KAKIXG 

If any s^re ghs7i r?%ak cy iajore asj lamp aow «¥«ed or ber^LTicr :r 
be ereciei he ^baZL -m ■Kcnicac-o- be piznkhed. ax the dSscireooQ ot tbe 
ma^«tra2<e. vii ji arr zramber of saipes oq the bare back, not exjeevfeg 
tweitr, f vr -ea-a aai ererr -^iScace ooccmhted : Prorirfft/, that the owner 
or empkiTer « saZi «^Te may pay a Sne ixh exceeding: fire dc-IiMs, ri 
lieu of ihe pg*3sl:?Deni Ekrsned by said oJEaM^er for each and er^^y t>> 
latkai ci ihk aei. Orduamctt ^ ikt Corpomtiom or ITaiftiMrftw-, 15$0 . 
Sept. 23d, Sxi.9,4. 



CHAPTER LXXVL 

THK TCAIvE OS TKAFTIC IS SLATES TAXKDl 

Afiier the ara fii A-igist liexi. is shaZ! nod be lavfid for any peson to 
trade or zn& hi. f2aT«su Ti:hia ibe smEzs </ this CorpomHo. wiiboci 
fiisi ot^adzisc; a S^^ase *ii«ere!for. as i§ bergasa&er prcmded. from the Hayor 
(who is beTicbr ^mbmKd vy issoe iZse sazae. to be aad remam in force 
for the i?ra cf ^xift yeir, , f-c^r -aiact. the foSc-^iEs: tax siaa be paid a: 
the tza&? 'A rrsiirng ib^ saaae. ^ : F-c-? a ^;^alse ^ trade cr traSc in 
skves i'jr v^oEi, wh^fdxr as aged or c^Serwise, fjor handled doflai^ ; 
and er-tTj p^r^n, **!>> sha3! ssSH or barter ai recaEl trade, traSc or keep 
as af '.-r^iaoi, wTchrjsi fiixt obeamsn? a &:esse therefor. shaTI ibvfcfi aid 
pay f vr ^:&?£. aad ererr odEesjce a sim doc less thaa tvenry do^his. nor 
more ihsz. ffij dfiiijarE. ' Orimamea of ikt Carparv&m ^ Wmdua^km, 
V^Ji\. J^ifibOt, Sect I. 
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CHAPTER LXXVII. 

PENALTY AGAINST ORDINARY KEEPERS FOR SELLING LIQfJOR TO 

SLAVES, &C. 

All keepers of ordinaries or tayems shall be and they are hereby pro- 
hibited from sellmg spirituous liquors to slaves or other persons of color, 
on Sundays and other days, between sun-set and sun-rise ; and any keeper 
. of a tavern or ordinary, who shall sell or permit to be sold any spirituous 
liquors, in violation of this prohibition, shall, on conviction for the first 
offence, be fined. in the sum of twenty dollars, and for a second offence, for- 
feit his license, which shall be annulled by the mayor. Ordinances of the 
Corporation of Washin(/ton, 1832, I^ov. bth, Sect. 8. 



CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR INJURING THE PROPERTY OF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHIN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

If any slave be guilty of disorderly and unlawful conduct in or about 
the public buildings and public grounds belonging to the United States 
within the City of Washington, or shall wilfully injure the buildings, 
trees or shrubs, or shall pull down, impair or otherwise injure any fence, 
wall or other enclosure, or shall injure any sink, culvert, pipe, hydrant, 
cistern, lamp or bridge, or shall remove any stone, gravel, sand or other 
property of the United States on any other part of the public grounds 
or lots belonging to the United States within the City of Washington, or 
shall tie or in any manner fasten any horse, mule or other animal to any 
of the trees, boxes or other protection thereof on any of the public 
grounds belonging to the United States in the City of Washington, or 
shall drive any cart, wagon or other carriage whatever on any of the 
paved or gravelled footways now made, or which may hereafter be made, 
in and on any of the aforesaid public grounds, or shall ride thereon except 
at the intersection of streets and avenues, or shall " break or injure any of 
the fire plugs erected along Pennsylvania avenue, by authority of Congress, 
or use, without having first obtained the written consent of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, the water from said plugs for any other pur- 
pose, than the use of the departments of the government and fire compa- 
nies for the extinguishment of fires or watering the streets," 1842, May 
25th, such slave, on conviction, shall be punished at the discretion of the 
magistrate, with any number of stripes on the bare back, not exceeding 
twenty for each oflPence ; Provided, that the owner or person, in whose 
employment such slave may be, shall have a right to commute such cor- 
poreal punishment for such amount of fine, as the magistrate, in his dis- 
cretion as aforesaid, may impose. Ordinances of the Corporation of 
Washington, 1834, Oct. 6th, Sect, 1, 2, 3. 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR INJURING PRIVATE HOUSES. 

If any slave shall be guilty of disorderly or unlawful conduct in or 
about any dwelling bouses of the City of Washington, whether occupied 
or otherwise, or shall wilfully injure such houses or any of the out- 
houses thereunto appertaining, or shall break the windows of the same, 
or shall pull down or otherwise injure any fence, walls, steps, porch, stoop 
or enclosure or appendage thereunto belonging, such slave shall, upon 
conviction, be punished at the discretion of the magistrate before whom 
such case is tried, with any number of stripes on their bare back not 
exceeding nine-and-thirty for each offence ; Provided, the owner or per- 
son, in whose employ the said slave may be, shall have a right, if so 
requirins^, to pay a fine of not less than one dollar nor more than twenty, 
in lieu of the punishment incurred by said slave for the violation of this 
act. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1835, March llth , 
Sect 1, 2. 



CHAPTER LXXX. 

CONDITIONS UPON WHICH LICENSES SHALL BE GRANTED TO FREE 

COLORED PERSONS. 

It shall not be lawful for the mayor to grant a license for any purpose 
whatever to any free negro or mulatto, or to any person or persons acting 
as agent or agents, or in behalf of any free negro or mulatto, except 
Hcenses to drive carts, drays, hackney carriages or wagons, and huckster- 
ing licenses, nor shall it be lawful for the mayor to grant a license for any 
purpose whatsoever to any free negro or mulatto, who shall not, before 
the passage of this act, be a resident of this city and be re^stered as 
such on the books of the corporation in compliance with the provisions of 
the act of May 31st, 1827, nor to any person or persons acting as agent 
or agents, or in behalf of any such free negro or mulatto, and any license 
granted contrary to the provisions of the third and fourth sections of this 
act, shall be null and void. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washing- 
ton, 1836, Oct, 29th, Sect, 3—1845, Mag 26th, Sect, 18. 



CHAPTER LXXXL 

FREE COLORED PERSONS PROHIBITED FROM SELLING LiaUORS^ 

KEEPING TAVERNS, &C. 

It shall not be lawful for any free negro or mulatto, or for any per??on 
or persons acting as agent or agents or in behalf of any free negro or mu- 
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latto, to sell or barter any spirituous liquors mixed or unmixed, nor any 
wine, cordial, porter, ale, strong beer or cider, or any fermented liquors 
within the limits of this city ; nor shall any free negro or mulatto, nor 
any person or persons acting under or for or on behalf of any free negro or 
mulatto, keep any tavern, ordinary, shop, porter-cellar, refectory or eat- 
ing-house of any kind, for profit or gain ; and any free negro or mulatto, 
or any person or persons acting imder or for or on behalf of any free negro 
or mulatto, who shall violate any of the provisions of this section, shall 
forfeit and pay for each any every offence the sum of twenty dollars, to 
be recovered and applied in the manner prescribed by an existing 
ordinance of this Corporation. Ordinances of the Corporation of W^ash- 
ingtm, 1886, Oct. 2^th , Sect. 4. 



CHAPTER LXXXII. 

SECRET, PRIVATE AND RELIGIOUS MEETINGS OF COLORED PERSONS 
BEYOND THE HOUR OF TEN AT NIGHT, PROHIBITED. 

All ^secret or private meetings or assemblages whatsoever, and all meet- 
ings for religious worship, beyond the hour of ten o'clock at night, of free 
negroes, muJattoes or slaves, shall be and they are hereby declared to be 
unlawful ; and any colored person or persons, found at such unlawful as- 
semblages or meetings, or who may continue at any religious meeting 
after ten o'clock at night, shall for each and every oflPence, on conviction, 
pay the sum of five dollars, to be recovered and applied as prescribed by 
act of this Corporation ; and in the event of any such meeting or assem- 
blage as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of any police constable of any 
ward to enter into the house or upon the premises, where such an unlaw- 
ful assemblage may be held, and use and employ all lawful and necessary 
means immediately to disperse the same ; and in case any police consta- 
ble, after full notice and knowledge of such meetings, shaU neglect or re- 
fuse to execute the duty hereby enjoined and required as aforesaid, 
or any other duty required of him by this act, he shall, upon conviction 
thereof, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, and shall thereafter be 
incapable of holding any office of power or trust imder the Corporation 
for one year thereafter. Ordinances of the Corporation of Washington, 
1836, October 2^th , Sect. 6. 



CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

FREE PERSONS OF COLOR PERMITTED TO KEEP DOGS. 

It shall be lawful for all free persons of color who have families or are 
house-keeping, to own, possess and keep any animal of the dog kind, 
imdei the same regulations and penalties, and upon the same terms on 
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which white citizens are permitted to keep said animals. Ordinances of 
the Corporation of Washington, 1S3S, March 12th. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES OFFENDING AGAINST THE LAWS REGULAT- 
ING THE PUBLIC MARKETS. . 

Slaves, found offending against any of the provisions of the ordinances 
of the Corporation of Washington, regulating the public markets therein, 
shall be forthwith taken before a Justice of the Peace, and, upon convic- 
tion, shall be punished for each offence with not less than five nor more 
than twenty lashes on his or her bare back ; but if the owner of such 
slave or person hiring him or her choose so to do, he or she shall have 
the right to pay in lieu thereof the fines and penalties imposed by these 
acts ; provided, the penalties so imposed, in reference to any slave, shall in 
no case be enforced, where the slave offending shall, when directed so to 
do by the Clerk of the Market, forthwith comply with said provisions. Or- 
dinances of the Corporation of Washington, 1841, October 12 th, Sect, 23 
—1845, Mai/ 26th, Sect. 19. 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

RESTRICTION UPON PURCHASING OLD METALS FROM COLORED PER- 
SONS. 

It shall not be lawful for any person, licensed under the provisions of 
this act, to buy any old iron, brass, copper, pewter or lead from any free 
colored person, without first obtaining proof that such colored person 
obtained the same in a lawful manner, nor to purchase such articles from 
any slave, imless such slave shall have a written permit to dispose of such 
articles from a known, responsible person, under a penalty of not less 
than five nor more than twenty dollars for each offence. Ordinances of the 
Corporation of Washington, 1848, April 25th. 
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ORDINANCES 



OF THE 



CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN. 



CHAPTER LXXXVL 

THE POWERS OP THE CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN OVER ITS IN- 
HABITANTS. 

The Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Common Council of Georgetown, 
shall have full power and authority to make such by-laws for the regula- 
tion and good government of the said town and precincts and inhabitants 
thereof, and to restrain all disorders and disturbances, and to prevent all 
nuisances, inconveniences and annoyances within the said town and its pre- 
cincts, and other matters, exigencies and things within the said town and 
its precincts, as to them or a major part of them, shall seem meet and 
consonant to reason, and not contrary to the constitution and laws of this 
State ; and the said by-laws shall be observed, kept and performed by all 
the inhabitants of the said town and its precincts and all persons 
trading therein, under such reasonable penalties, fines and forfeitures as 
shall be imposed by the said by-laws. Laws of Maryland, 1789 ; Ch, 23, 
Sect 6. • 

The Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Common Council of Georgetown 
are hereby authorized and empowered to pass, make and ordain all laws 
ne,eessary to take up, fine, imprison or punish any and all vagrants, loose 
and disorderly persons and free negroes and persons having no visible 
means of support, that may be found within the jurisdiction of said 
town. Laws of Marylandy lYQY ; Ch. 56, Sect 1, 2. 

The Corporation of Georgetown shall have, possess and enjoy all the 
rights and immunities, privileges and powers heretofore enjoyed by them, 
and shall have power to establish night watches and patrols, and to im- 
pose and appropriate fines, penalties and forfeitures for breach of their 
ordinances. Laws of the United States, 1805, March Sd, Sect, 12. 

All the rights, powers and privileges, heretofore granted to the corpo- 
ration of Georgetown by the General Assembly of Maryland, and by the 
Act of Congress of the 3rd of March 1805, and which are at this time 
claimed and exercised by them, shall be and remain in full force and effect, 
jMtos of the United States, 1809, March Sd, Sect 8. 
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CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

PENALTY AGAINST HARBORING OR IN ANY WAY DEALING UNLAW- 
FULLY WITH SERVANTS OR SLAVES. 

Any person, residing within the jurisdiction of this Corporation, who 
shall receive, harbor or entertain any servant or slave belonging to or 
employed by any person within the jurisdiction of this Corporation, or 
who shall trade, barter or any way deal with such servant or slave, with- 
out leave or license first had and obtained from the master and apprentice 
of such servant or slave for his or her so doing, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of five dollars current money for every such offence : and any free 
person, residing within the jurisdiction aforesaid, who shall buy or by 
deahng procure any strong liquor for any such servant or slave, shall for- 
feit and pay the sum of five dollars current money for every such offence ; 
and if any such servant or slave, residing in or belonging to any inhabitant 
within the jurisdiction aforesaid, shall employ or procure any person 
whatsoever (not being an inhabitant of this town or precincts) to buy or 
deal for strong Uquor, or shall counterfeit or cause to be counterfeited any 
written leave or license from his or her master or mistress, or shall make 
use of any such counterfeit leave or license, for the purpose of imposing 
upon retaiftrs or others, in order to procure strong liquor, the master or 
mistress of any such servant or slave shall forfeit and pay the sum of five 
dollars cun*ent money, or such servant or slave shall suffer such corporal 
punishment by whipping not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, or imprison- 
ment not exceeding twenty days, as the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, 
in Court sitting, shall adjudge ; and no person, living within this town or 
precincts, shall sell or barter to any servant or slave, any quantity of rum, 
wine or cider or other spirituous liquors mixed or unmixed, without leave 
or permission of the master or mistress of such servant or slave, in writing 
on paper, expressing the quantity every time of such sale or barter, under 
the penalty of five dollars for every offence ; and no person, residing as 
aforesaid, shall sell, barter or deliver to any such servant or slave as afore- 
said, any quantity of rum or other spirituous liquors as aforesaid, on a 
Sunday, under the penalty of three pounds current money for every 
offence ; and every retailer of rum or other spirituous liquors, who shall 
retail the same within this town or precincts by clerks, deputies, store- 
keepers or any other persons, shall be liable for and subject to the penalty 
aforesaid, for any rum or spirituous liquors sold, bartered or delivered to 
any such servant or slave by such clerk, deputy, store-keeper or other 
person ; and proof of any such servant or slave coming out of any house, 
within the jurisdiction aforesaid, with any rum or other spirituous liquors 
as aforesaid (the master or mistress of such house being known or sus- 
pected to harbor or entertain, or deal with, or sell rum or other spirituous 
liquors to servants or slaves), shall be sufficient evidence to convict the 
master or mistress of such house ; and all and every the penalties and 
forfeitures by this by-law inflicted shall and may be recovered in the 
Mayor's Court of this Corporation by indictment or confession, and shall 
be apphed to the use of this Corporation. Ordinances of the Corporaticn 
of Georgetown, 1195, Aug. 4tth , Sect, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, V, 8. 

4 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES FOR FIGHTING COCKS. 

It shall be the duty of the constables of this Corporation to disperse 
any gang of negroes assembled for the purpose of fighting cocks, and if 
they or any of them delay or refuse to disperse, the said constables shall 
take the said negroes so refusing, if they be slaves, and give him, her or 
them due correction, upon the bare back, in some public part of George- 
town, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes. Ordinances of the Corporation 
of Georgetown, 1796, October 10<A, Sect, 2. 



CHAPTER LXXXIX- 

PUNISHMENT OP COLORED PERSONS FOR DRIVING HORSES OR CARRI- 
AGES OVER THE PAVED FOOTWAYS OP GEORGETOWN. 

If any free negro, mulatto or slave shall drive, lead or carry or cause 
to be driven, led or carried any horse or carriage over any of the brick- 
paved footways of Georgetown, for each offence he or she sltill be liable, 
upon conviction thereof before the mayor, recorder, or any one of the 
aldermen of this corporation, to be punished by whipping, not exceeding 
ten lashes, unless he or she, or the master or mistress of such slave shall 
pay the sum of one dollar, to be recovered with costs, in the same manner 
as small debts are now recovered, for eVery such offence, one half to the 
informer and one half to the use of the corporation. Ordinances of the 
Corporation of Georgetown, 1800, August \st, Sect. 1. 2. 



CHAPTER XC. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR SHOOTING FIREARMS. 

If any servant or slave be guilty of shooting any gun or other firearms, 
such servant or slave shall be punished by lashes, not exceeding ten, un- 
less the owner of such servant or slave shall pay the fine of two dollars, 
with costs, hereby imposed for every such offence. Ordinances of the 
Corporation of Georgetovm, 1801, October 24th, Sect, 2. 



CHAPTER XCI. 

RESTRICTION UPON SLAVES SELLING ON THE SABBATH. 

No slave shall be permitted to sell any article whatever (other than 
bmi) on the Sabbath day, within the jurisdiction of this corporation^ 
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without a special license for the purpose, in writing, from his or her mas- 
ter or mistress ; and if any slave shall offer for sale, on the Sabbath day, 
any article whatever (fruit excepted) such slave shall be punished, at the 
discretion of the mayor or any justice of the peace ; and if any person 
shall purchase any article of a slave on the Sabbath day, without his or 
her having a license as aforesaid, such person shall, for every such offence, 
be subject to and pay a fine not exceeding five doUars, at the discretion of 
the mayor or the justice of the peace, before whom it may be tried. Or- 
dinances of the Corporation of Georgetown, 1806, July l^th, Sect, 8. 



CHAPTER XCII. 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES FOR VIOLATING THE ORDINANCES REGU- 
LATING WAGONS, CARTS AND DRAYS. 

No driver of a wagon, cart or dray shall leave his team, or permit them 
to stand, or go in or through any street, within the jurisdiction of this 
corporation, without having the bridle or line by which the horse or horses 
may be effectually governed in his hand or perfectly within his reach, 
unless while in the act of loading or unloading ; and no wagon, cart or 
dray shall be driven along any street faster than at a gentle trot ; and no 
wagon, cart or dray shall take a stand, or stop longer than fifteen minutes 
in any public street, unless at such proper place as the mayor have 
assigned ; and every slave not complying with the provisions of this ordi- 
nance, shall be punished by the infliction of as many stripes as the mayor 
or justice shall deem necessary, not exceeding thirty-nine, if the master 
refuse to pay the fine, of not exceeding ten dollars nor less than one dollar, 
imposed by this ordinance. Ordinances of the Corjporation of George- 
town, 1810, Sept. 19^ , Sect 3, 4, 5. 



CHAPTER XCIII. 

PENALTY AGAINST SABBATH BREAKING. 

Every person, commanding or suffering his slaves to work or otherwise 
profane the Sabbath, by gaming, hunting, fishing or other imlawful pas- 
times, shall, on conviction thereof before the mayor or a justice of the 
peace, forfeit a sum not exceeding five dollars, one half to the use of this 
corporation and one half to the informer ; and if the offender be a slave, 
he or she shall be publicly whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes. 
Ordinances of the Corporation of Georgetotm, 1814, April 2d, Sect, 1. 
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CHAPTER XCIV. 

PUNISHMENT OP SLAVES FOR BATHING IN CERTAIN WATERS. 

If any slave shall, before the hour of nine o'clock, p.m., and after the 
hour of five o'clock, a.m., bathe in the Potomac or Rock Creek, within 
the jurisdiction of this Corporation, he shall be publicly whipped, not 
exceeding twenty stripes. Ordinances of the Corporation of Geor^etoion, 
1814, April 2d, Sect. 2. 

If any slave bathe in the Canal, within the jurisdiction of this Corpora- 
tion, he shall be publicly whipped, not exceeding twenty-one stripes. 
Ordinances of the Corporation of Georgetowny 1840, May \Qth. 



CHAPTER XCV. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR HORSE RACING. 

If any servant or slave shall, by galloping or otherwise, within the 
limits of this corporation, force or wilfully permit to go, at an improper 
speed, any horse, mare or gelding, or any cart, wagon or other carriage, 
through any of the streets, lanes or alleys of this town, the master or 
mistress of such servant or slave, so offendmg, shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding ten dollars, for every such offence, to be recovered by war- 
rant or information before the mayor or any justice of the peace, one 
half to the corporation and one half to the informer. Ordinances of the 
Corporation of Georgetown, 1814, June lith , Sect, 1. 



CHAPTER XCVI. 

RESTRICTION UPON CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

The clerk of the market is hereby requested to prevent the infliction of 
corporal punishment by lashes on any person, during market hours. 
Ordhumces of the Corporation of Georgetown, 1821, February 24 ^A. 



CHAPTER XCVIL 

CONDITIONS UPON WHICH NON-RESIDENTS MAY HIRE THEIR, SLAVES 

WITHIN THIS CORPORATION. 

All n^n-residents, who may hereafter hire a slave or slaves within this 
corporation, shall, within ten days thereafter, cause the name and age of 
each slave to be registered by the clerk of the corporation, and obtain 
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from him a license for that purpose, for which he or she shall pay as 
follows, Yiz : for each male slave two dollars, and for each female slave 
one dollar, which license shall he in force for one year only ; and if any 
non-resident as aforesaid shall hire a slave or slaves to do labor or service 
within this corporation, either by the year or shorter period, without first 
taking out a license as aforesaid, he or she shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding five dollars, for each and every such offence, and any person 
or persons, who may hire any slave or slaves, belonging to non-residents, 
for whom the said license has not been obtained, shall in like manner for- 
feit and pay a sum not exceeding five dollars, for each and every slave so 
hired, and if such person or persons shall continue to employ such slave, 
he or she shall forfeit the sum of two dollars for every month he or she 
shall continue to employ such slave ; and if any resident or non-resident 
of this corporation shall, by a fictitious bill of sale or otherwise, attempt 
to evade the provisions of this ordinance, he or she shall forfeit and pay 
for every such ofibnce, ten dollars in addition to the other penalties here- 
by imposed ; and the clerk shall be entitled to receive twelve and a half 
cents for each slave registered as aforesaid, and all fines and forfeitures 
imposed by this ordinance shall be recovered with costs before the mayor 
or any justice of the peace of the county of Washington, one half to the 
informer and one half to the corporation. Ordinances of the Corporation 
of Georgetown, 1825, Dec, 11th , Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4. 



CHAPTER XCVIII. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR FLYING KITES. 

If any slave shall fly any kite or kites, within the limits of this corpora- 
tion, on conviction of the same before the mayor, and being found imable 
to pay a fine, for every such oflfence, not exceeding two dollars, to be 
recovered before the mayor, one half to the informer and the other half 
to the corporation, such oflfender may be punished by whipping at the 
discretion of the mayor. Ordinances of the Corporation of Georgetown, 
1821, June 2Sd , Sect, 1, 2, 3. 



CHAPTER XCIX. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR VIOLATING THE MARKET ORDINANCE. 

If any servant or slave shall offend contrary to the directions and mean- 
ing of this ordinance, and may be unable to pay the fine or fines incurred, 
and whose owner or employer shall fail to pay the same, such servant or 
slave shall be punished by whipping, at the discretion of the mayor, not 
exceeding thirty-nine stripes. Ordinances of the Corporation of George- 
tawn, 1831, January 22d , Sect, 23. 
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CHAPTER C. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR INJURING DWELLING HOUSES, &C. 

If any slave be guilty of disorderly or unlawful conduct, in or about 
any dwelling houses, or of wilfully injuring such houses or any of the out- 
houses thereunto appertaining, or of breaking the windows of the same, 
or of pulling down or otherwise injuring any fence, wall, steps, porch, 
stoop or enclosure or appendage thereunto belonging, he or she shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be punished at the discretion of the mayor 
before whom all cases arising imder this ordinance shall be tried, with any 
number of stripes on his or her bare back, not exceeding nine-and-thirty 
for each offence, provided the owner or person, in whose employ the said 
slave may be, shall have a right, if so requiring, to pay a fine of not more 
than twenty dollars nor less than one dollar, to be recovered as other fines 
are, in lieu of the punishment incurred by said slave for the violation of 
this act. Ordinances of the Corporation of Geor^etoton, 1B35, March 
2Sth , Sect. 1, 2. 



CHAPTER CI. 

' TERMS UPON WHICH FREE COLORED PERSONS ARE PERMITTED TO 
RESIDE WITHIN THE CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN. 

It shall be the duty of all free black or mulatto persons, males of the 
age of sixteen, and females of the age of fourteen years, and upwards, 
who may then reside within the corporate Hmits of this town, whenever 
required by the mayor, to exhibit to him satisfactory evidence of their 
title to freedom, together with a list of the names, ages and sex of all 
other persons of color under those ages, whether his or her own children 
or otherwise, inhabiting his or her house, and for omitting to perform any 
or all the duties herein prescribed, the persons so omitting shall be com- 
mitted to the work-house, for a period not exceeding thirty days, or forfeit 
and pay a sum of money not exceeding twenty dollars ; and the Clerk of 
the Corporation shall keep a record of all such free blacks and mulatto 
persons, and of their names, ages, sex and residence, which shall in each 
case be furnished by such persons, as often as it may be made, and the 
Clerk shall furnish a permit imder the seal of the corporation, free of 
expense, to each head of family, embracing all under his or her care, or 
to each individual as the case may be, authorizing them to reside in 
Georgetown, according to the provisions of this ordinance ; and every free 
black or mulatto person, whether male or female, who may come to 
Georgetown to reside, shall, within three days thereafter, exhibit to the 
mayor satisfactory evidence of his or her title to freedom, to be recorded 
by the Clerk as directed by the second section of this ordinance, and 
shall enter into bond to the Mayer, Recorder, Aldermen and Common 
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Council of G^igetown, trith two freehold sureties in the penalty of five 
hundred dollars, conditioned for his or her, and eveiy member of his (nt 
her existing fsunily's good and orderly conduct, and that they or either 
of them do not become chai^eable to this corporation, for the space ci 
one year from the date of such bond, to be renewed on the first Monday 
of October in each and every year, so long as they shall reside in town, 
and for every failm>e to comply with each and every provision of this and 
the preceding secdon, he, she or they so fiedling, shall be committed to 
the wcffk-honse for a period not exceeding thirty days, or pay a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars ; and it diall and may be lawful for the maycnr, 
whenever, in his opinion, the interests or security of this community may 
seem to require it« to demand oi any free black or colored person r^erred 
to in the fiiVt section of this ordinance, a like bond as is required of those 
free black and mukno persons referred to in the third section of this 
ordinance, and on the £ulure to comply with such demand, the person so 
failing shall be liable to aQ the penalties and punishments enacted and 
provided against the persons referred to in the said third section, for a 
similar failure on their parts ; and it shall not be lawful for any resident 
of the t.':>wn to employ, harbor or conceal any free black or mulatto 
po^tHL who cannot prdduce a permit ftxnn the derik authorizing him or 
her to veade in the town, and on ooovktioii before a justice of the peace, 
he (H* she shall fcofeit and pay for ^rerr offioiDe a sum not exceeding 
five dollais. OrdimoMoei cf ike CorpontHom cf Gtorgetowny 1845, 
Au^vsi22d, Serf. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7. 



CHAPTER Cn. 

POriSHMETT OF COIX>mED tEMSOKS FOK KECEITIXG OK CDKCULAT- 

nrc nssuEMECTioifAMY rrmiJCATioirs. 

Kany free DfOgro or muktto persoBi, Evingin this town, shall be a sub- 
scriber to or recseive thrcmgh the Posi'-Office or any other medium, or dxdl 
have in his or b^r possesaon, or orculate anj ivwspaper or osber puhhca- 
^(m, or any written or primed paper or book. <3f a character ca^n^aied to 
excite iDsmre/rooa or insoixxdinatkQ axoosm the skves <3r ocikiirfd pec^pku 
every such free negro or mvHsoio person s2aE be deemnl aasd adjnd^redto 
be a disiCtrdedy perz^on and a dangerous aod unsafe cnissTL and upon cioo- 
victioQ thereof before the major or jvsdoe of tbe pnMt. ^laQ far -each 
and €-veTT oSe&oe, be fined a sum of nkooev not •exciwifiae Tweaar daOns. 
or be c^ymmnwi Vj the woik-bonis* for a period nat «s«»Moia£: TJarnr dajs, 
and ih^- sareiMS ^A the offending paur or panaes. sareo teq&o: t^ limd 
secikin erf ihk ordmaiKve, shaS li imnoediafe-lT reqiaiwd hr !ii»e jnarnr to 
pay ihe anar-urn of ihesr bond or bond*, and on i3>esr &2hn^ "cr rHfnsa3 to 
do 50, le 5^hi2 p'law Th*: saaMr 12 the hscyl« of the Biet^order f<?r sail : s&d 
if anT l'iv.'k cir izasiiaca^ pwvjo, Erin^ 23 lb*: V/wn- l^m^ a fJfcrre, ^^aH he 
fauDd c&zidiri? a<2«iift ih*r prorisaoQ* of il* fifth »iWtaoD of itas ■c-rfioaaoR. 
he. iCjrr 'yr •ii^Tr- Tn;»oci wciictaoci befoi* the maror or a j-asaoe c-ff siie 
peaee, «^L^ be seaoa^noed or 1« pus^^ br ^lappog, not exiowfiBg 
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thirty-nine stripes, and the master or mistress of such slave, so offending, 
shall, upon the second conviction of the slave for a similar offence, and 
upon every subsequent conviction thereafter, be required to pay a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars, and on failure of the master or mistress of such 
slave to pay said fine, the said slave shall be punished by further whipping 
in thirty-nine stripes, but, if the said slave be owned by a non-resident, 
then such slave shall no longer be permitted to reside in this town, and 
he or she shall be committed to the work-house, for a period not exceed- 
ing thirty days, and punished by whipping not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes, upon every conviction of a neglect or refusal to remain without 
the limits of this corporation. Ordinances of the Corporation of Qeorge- 
tovm, 1845, Augtist 22d , Sect. 5, 6. 



CHAPTER cm. 

PROHIBITION OF ASSEMBLAGES OF COLORED PERSONS. 

From this time forth, all assemblages, by day or night, of black or 
colored persons, within the limits of this town, except meetings for reli- 
gious instruction, conducted by and under the superintendence and control 
of white men, appointed by either or any of the established churches of 
the town, and terminated and dispersed at or before the hour of half-past 
nine o'clock P. M., and except such other meetings as shall be specially 
allowed by the mayor, be and the same are hereby prohibited, and every 
black or colored person, being a slave or servant for a term of years, that 
shall hereafter offend against this provision, shall be Uable to be punished 
with any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, or if free, to be 
committed to the work-house for any number of days, not exceeding 
thirty, or be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars. Ordinances of 
the Corporation of Georgetown, 1845, August 22d, Sect. 8. 



CHAPTER CIV. 

PUNISHMENT OF DISORDERLY COLORED PERSONS. 

Any free negro or mulatto person, violating any of the enactments of 
this ordinance, not herein specially provided for, or in any other way dis- 
turbing the public quiet and repose, or who shall encourage or incite any 
other free negro or mulatto or slave to disturb the public quiet and safety 
shall be deemed and adjudged to be a disorderly person, and upon convic- 
tion thereof before the mayor or justice of the peace, shall be punished by 
confinement in the work-house not more than thirty days, or shall forfeit 
and pay a sum of money not exceeding twenty dollars ; and whenever any 
mulatto or colored persons, being free, shall so conduct themselves as to 
be found by the night-watch or police, in any of the public streets, lanes 
or alleys of the town, after the hour of eleven o'clock P. M., without 
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written consent of the mayor, or of the person in whose service they, are 
employed, and he, she or they shall fail to give the mayor or justice 
of the peace, before whom they shall be taken for examination, a satisfac- 
tory reason for such conduct, every such person may be adjudged a dis- 
orderly person, and shall forfeit and pay a sum of money not exceeding 
two dollars, or be confined at the work-house for a period not exceeding 
twelve days, and all slaves, who shall and may be found guilty of the like 
disorder, shall be punished by whipping not exceeding ten stripes, unless 
the owner or owners of such slave shall immediately pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding two dollars in Heu thereof. Ordinances of the Corporation of 
Georgetown, 1845, August 22d , Sect. 10, 11. 



CHAPTER CV. 

PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES FOR SITTING, STANDING OR LYING UPON 
THE BENCHES OR STALLS OF THE MARKET HOUSE. 

It shall be unlawful for any slave to sit, stand or lie upon any of the 
benches or stalls of the Market House, either during the day or night 
season, and upon conviction thereof, before any tribimal competent to try 
the same, he or she shall be punished by inflicting not more than ten 
stripes, unless the owner of such slave, or some other person, shall pay a 
fine of one dollar, in Heu thereof. Ordinances of the Corporation of 
GeorgeUywn, 1845, November ith. Sect. 3. 



A LIST OF THE LAWS, 

Jonmng t^e Blatk €olrt 
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CoKsnrnnoK of the United States — ^Abtiole L, Sect. 8. 



Laws of the Uitited States. 

1790, July 16, Sect. 1. 

1801, February 27, Sect 1. 

1801, March 3, Sect. 6. 

1802, May 3, Sect. 7. 
1805, March 3, Sect. 12. 
1809, March 3, Sect. 8. 
1820, May 1, Sect 8. 

1831, March 2, Sect 14, 15, 16, 11, 18. 



Laws of Maryland. 

1715, Ch. 19, Sect 6. 

1715, Ch. 44, Sect 7, 11, 12, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 82. 

1717, Ch. 13, Sect 2, 3, 5, 6. 

1719, Ch. 2, Sect. 2, 3. 

1723, Ch. 15, Sect 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 1. 

1723, Ch. 16, Sect 10. 

1728, Ch. 4, Sect 2,3. 

1729, Ch. 4, Sect 2. 
1737, Ch. 2, Sect. 4, 5, 6. 
1748, Ch. 19, Sect 2, 3, 4. 

1751, Ch. 14, Sect 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

1753, Ch. 9, Sect 3, 4. 

1753, Ch. 26, Sect 2, 3. 

1763, Ch. 13, Sect 2, 8. 

• . 
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1766, Ch. 6. 

1780, Ch. 24, Sect. 11. 

1181, Ch. 17, Sect. 3. 

1787, Ch. 33, Sect. 1, 2, 3. 

1789, Ch. 5, Sect. 3. 

1789, Ch. 23, Sect. 6. 
1791, December 19, Sect. 2. 

1795, Ch. 82, Sect. 2. 

1796, Ch. 67, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 16, 16, l7, 

18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30. 

1797, Ch. 15, Sect. 2, 3. 

1797, Ch. 56, Sect. 1, 2. 

1798, Ch. 39, Sect. 2, 3. 
1798, Ch. 76, Sect. 1, 2. 



Ordinances of the Corporation op Washington. 

1809, December 9, Sect. 3. . 

1816, February 29, Sect. 3. 

1817, July 2. 

1819, October 26, Sect. 3. 

1821, July 10, Sect. 3. 

1821, July 12, Sect. 1, 3. 

1823, April 6, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 

1826, June 8. 

1826, July 26, Sect. 1, 2. 

1826, October 12, Sect. 1, 2. 

1827, May 31, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 
1829, January 9, Sect. 1. 

1829, April 2. 

1829, June 4, Sect. 2. 

1830, July 24. 

1830, September 23, Sect. 3, 4. 

1831, Jdy 28, Sect. 1. 

1832, November 6, Sect. 8. 

1834, October 6, Sect. 1, 2, 3. 

1835, March 17, Sect. 1, 2. 

1836, October 29, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
1836, November 9, Sect. 1, 2. 
1838, March 12. 

1841, October 12, Sect. 23. 

1843, December 21, Sect. 3. 

1845, May 26, Sect. 18, 19. 

1847, October 28. 
1847, November 11. 
-1848, April 26. 
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Ordinances op the Corporation of Georgetown. 

1795, August 4, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 1, 8. 

1796, October 10, Sect. 2. 

1800, August 1, Sect. 1, 2. 

1801, October 24, Sect. 2. 
1806, July 19, Sect. 8. 
1810, September 19, Sect. 3, 4, 5. 
1814, April 2, Sect. 1, 2. 
1814, June 14, Sect. 1. 
1821, February 24. 

1825, December 17, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

1827, June 23, Sect. 1, 2, 3. 

1831, January 22, Sect. 23. 

1835, March 28, Sect. 1, 2. 

1840, May 16. 

1845, August 22, Sect. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11. 

1845, November 4, Sect. 3. 



